Refresh Northside: 
Shipping Container 
Art Center 

PG6 



Osama bin 
Laden’s Useful 
Death 


PG11 



WANTED ? 


Osama bin Laden 

* for mner ■ New rort c*> • 


Carolyn Mazloomi: 
Keeping quilting 
potent ana alive. 

PG 16 




Demanding Transparency 
from those Responsible for 
Change 

More than 150 people gathered on Fountain Square 
on April 29th to demand honesty and transparency 
from ALEC, a group that is responsible for model 
legislation that gets turned into state and local bills. 

SUSAN LAKES 

Streetvibes Staff Writer 



ALEC which stands for the American Legislative Exchange Council, has a different 
meaning to the peaceful protesters. Photo: Susan Lakes 


hants, marchers, drum beats 
and protest signs gave 
Fountain Square lunchers a 
peak at just what democracy looks 
like on a Friday afternoon. A group 
estimated at 150 people held a day 
of peaceful protests and informational 
meetings on April 29th to speak out 
against a group of legislators and 
private sector policy advocates who, 
they claim, write model legislation 
that gets turned into state and local 
bills across the United States. The 
group, ALEC, short for the American 
Legislative Exchange Council, 
gathered in Cincinnati for a spring 
task force meeting. Protestors from 
Ohio and surrounding states caught 


wind of the meeting, and spent the 
past few months organizing forces for 
a full day of public awareness about 
ALEC. The point is to...“educate 
you,” said Bruce Fealk, moderator 
for one of the dozen teach-ins held 
in Over-The-Rhine locations. Fealk, 
managing editor for The Rochester 
Citizen in Michigan has researched 
ALEC, a group he calls extreme right 
wing. His conclusion is that ALEC 
is ghostwriting the law for corporate 
America. ALEC doesn’t deny it shapes 
policy decisions. The group’s website, 
alec.org, says this: 

To date ALEC’S task forces have 
considered, written and approved 
hundreds of model bills on a wide 


range of issues, model legislation that 
will frame the debate today and far 
into the future,” it says. “Each year, 
close to 1,000 bills, based at least in 
part on ALEC Model Legislation, are 
introduced in the states. Of these, an 
average of 20 percent becomes law.” 

The group boasts an effective 
network of players. “ALEC’s far- 
reaching national network of state 
legislators that crosses geographical 
and political boundaries, and affects 
all levels of government, is without 
equal. No other organization in 
America today can claim as many 


valuable assets, both people and 
ideas that have influence on as many 
key decision-making centers. “ 
Protestors aren’t convinced 
the group’s actions support the 
basic democratic principle of a 
government of the people, by the 
people and for the people. They’re 
calling for transparency, since the 
group’s actions potentially impact 
the environment, working conditions, 
education, immigration, women and 
seniors. 

See Demanding Transparency, p 8 



The Keep On Keeping On Path. 

the work of educator and leader Steve Elliot 


The community celebrates 

JENI JENKINS 

Staff Writer 

K eep on keeping on,” one 
of the many sentiments 
expressed last Tuesday when 
people from all corners of Cincinnati 


gathered to honor Steve Elliot during 
a retirement celebration hosted by 
The Mayerson Foundation. Steve 
worked for the foundation for thirteen 
years as the High School Service- 
Learning Program Director. Yet, some 
wondered, “is he really retiring?” After 
all, Steve 
retired once 
before in 1998. 
His persistent 
passion is a 
testament to 
his enduring 
legacy. 

Throughout his 
entire working 
career Steve’s 
focus was on 
leading and 
educating 
our futu re- 
Cincinnati’s 
youth. In 
his previous 
career, Steve 
worked as 
a teacher- a 
total of 41 
years, first 


at Finneytown High School for 32, 
and then post-retirement at Ursuline 
Academy in Blue Ash for 9. 

While at Finneytown, in addi¬ 
tion to teaching history, Steve was 
Head Men’s Basketball Coach from 
1971-1984. Then later, his passion for 
educating led him to start the Com¬ 
munity Service Experience program 
in 1985- a path that led directly to his 
work at the foundation. In his role as 
Director, Steve served as a consultant, 
leader and organizer empowering 
high school students, their teachers 
and their schools to get involved in the 
community. Notably, Steve connected 
hundreds of youth to the life-altering 
world of service. 

During the celebration dinner, 
Steve shared with the attentive crowd 
of teachers, counselors, professors 
and social service providers, bits and 
pieces from his life’s work. He ad¬ 
dressed his avid co- conspirators, 
mentors and mentees and fellow 
leaders from the community- remark¬ 
ing on how many of them touched his 
own life. 

Steve spoke of the people who 
became his teachers, including home¬ 


less advocate buddy gray, whom 
he first met at the Drop Inn Center 
(DIC) shelter in 1985. Despite his 
good intentions, Steve was told to 
leave after telling buddy, “I’m here to 
observe”- buddy’s response: “this is 
not a zoo.” This encounter, whether 
chance or destiny, led Steve to the 
realization that there are two days in a 
person’s life “the day you’re born and 
the day you find out why.” buddy chal¬ 
lenged Steve to see things differently. 
Of buddy, Steve says “I was drawn to 
him in order to learn about why he had 
so much respect and dignity for the 
people at the Drop-Inn. The more time 
I spent with him, and the more people 
I met... the more I wanted to know 
what motivated them and how they 
could sustain their energy as activists.” 

Each step Steve made on his path 
seemed to have a positive domino 
effect. His work with buddy led him to 
become involved with Restoc (now 
Over the Rhine Community Housing) 
where he helped with Saturday morn¬ 
ing work crews as well as served on 
their Board for many years. Additional¬ 
ly, while leading Finneytown students 
to serve meals 3 times a month, Steve 
came to know many of the men going 
through the recovery program, 

See Keep on Keeping on, p 12 



Steve Elliot addresses the crowd during the Annual Student Service Lead¬ 
ership Workshop at UC. Photo: The Mayerson Foundation 
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Editorial 


BY THE 

NUMB3RS 



The percentage of 
Internet users that 
come from lower- 
income demographics in 
Venezuela. 

If You Didn’t Laugh, 
You’d Cry 
Page 10 


2 , 000 - 3,000 

The number of votes 
needed every day until 
May 31st for parProjects 
to get into the top ten 
on the Pepsi Refresh 
project, a spot that would 
ensure they receive 
the $50,000 to build an 
art center in Northside 
made completely out 
of recycled shipping 
containers. 

Refresh Nothside 
Page 6 


150 

...or more. The 
Number of people who 
gathered on Fountain 
Square on April 29th 
to demand honesty 
and transparency from 
ALEC, a group that is 
responsible for model 
legislation that gets 
turned into state and 
local bills. 

Demanding 

Transparency from those 
Responsible for Change 
Pages 1 and 8 


6X0 

The size of the space 
Eugene, who is 
homeless, lived in when 
he came across his trusty 
cat, Sarah. 

Eugene and Sarah 
Page 7 


5 - 1-2011 

The day United States 
forces killed Osama bin 
Laden. 

Osama bin Laden’s 
Useful Death 
Page 11 
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One Viewpoint: 

A ‘Where were you when...?’ Moment 

For Another Viewpoint See p 11 


It seems there is no such thing as May¬ 
berry and we are reminded every single day by 
headlines that scream “DEATH, DESTRUC¬ 
TION”. And we eat it up. ‘If it bleeds, it leads’ 
is most certainly the motto of most news 
organizations in this country. We have had 
no shortage of tragic events these days... 
tornados, floods, shootings, tsunamis, earth¬ 
quakes...and do not even get me started on 
the nonsensical news stories that get coverage 
(birth certificates, Charlie Sheen). 

REALLY?!?! 

Monday May 2nd, I got a phone call early 
from a friend who told me Osama Bin Laden 
had been killed, “...that’s some crazy shit” I 
believe was my response. Then in disbelief I 
went back to sleep. When I finally woke up, 

I went about my day kind of thinking I had 
dreamed that call. I do that sometimes. Not 
true though... I got to Speedway for my morn¬ 
ing coffee and saw the giant headlines on 
every newspaper reading that, Navy Seals 
had “brazenly” invaded bin Laden’s compound 
in Pakistan by helicopter while our President 
watched in real time and they killed him. When 
I got back in my car I sat for a minute in a weird 
shock and awe, thinking this was one of those 
moments that people will forever remember 
where they were when they heard the news. 
For nearly ten years Americans have had their 
hate placed on this man, Public Enemy #1. 

And finally, as the news crawl scrolled...”We 
got him!” 

I then felt pissed off. We are now being 
told that this individual, that master minded and 
precisely planned the execution of thousands 
of people was living comfortably all this time 
in a beautiful home with Persian rugs, multiple 
wives, and errand boys to buy him Pepsi in 
bulk. For almost ten years many Americans 
were told that this murderer was hidden 
somewhere deep in an “un-findable” cave. I 
even remember news stories reporting that bin 
Laden was in terrible health due to the condi¬ 
tions he had been living in. Nope, now their 
telling us he was sleeping in what looks like 
it could have been a waterbed. His only real 
exceptions to a completely ‘normal’ life being 
lack of TV and internet. And we are told that 
It was not just a house he was in... it was a 
compound built specifically for him in Pakistan. 
As a skeptical person (and a fan of the “Re¬ 
ally?!?!” Segment on SNL’s Weekend Update) I 
have to ask, “Really, Really!?!?!” I can’t go two 
weeks late on a bill without someone tracking 
me down and one of the most wanted men in 
the world was hiding in plain sight, practically 
in luxury. One of bin Laden’s wives said they 
lived in that compound for 5 years. Again, RE¬ 
ALLY?!?!? 

As the details poured in, breaking news 
after breaking news, I don’t know about you 
but I felt extreme anger. 

Coward 

As of 2009, there were only around 100 
members left as Al Qaeda. This name we all 
were forced to become familiar with because 
one day they decided to really organize and go 
after their enemies. We are told that Al Qaeda 
was responsible for six major terrorist attacks. 
Including September 11th, four of these being 
in their jihad against America. Each time, lead 
by the words of bin Laden. I have tried to 
imagine feeling that moved by religious senti¬ 


ment that I could fill myself with hate for other 
people, enough to plan their deaths through 
these so called ‘terrorist’ attacks. I just can’t 
get my mind around it. Nevertheless, some¬ 
how, some way we are told that they believed 
the words of Osama bin Laden enough to 
carry them out. So if what we have been told 
for ten years is correct, then he must have 
been a really tough guy, right? A charismatic 
hero to these people, a man who was so full of 
courage and passion for his cause he would 
gladly lay down his life as his ‘suicide bombers’ 
would. Because after all a propagandized the¬ 
ology spewed by bin Laden himself, tells them 
that they will be rewarded with paradise and 
72(or 50 or 70, depending on the guy) virgins 
once they reach ‘heaven’. Bin Laden had to 
be stoked to eventually become a martyr for 
his beliefs, right? Yet, now after ten years we 
are told that Bin Laden had given orders to the 
men guarding his home to kill him first if an at¬ 
tack in fact happened, and it looked like he was 
going to be over taken. Not only that, but we 
being told that once US forces were in front of 
him, shooting to kill, that he grabbed his son’s 
wife and literally used her as a human shield. 
Really tough guy, huh?- The story seems to 
have changed. 

An End to Terror? 

We have spent a decade in bloodshed and 
terror supposedly to go after this man. Now 
that he is dead, will we seen an end to terror? 
Doubtful. It seems that this war and murder 
will simply continue and perhaps with even 
more fervor. While it is hard to wrap our heads 
around, there are people who want nothing 
more than to kill others and cripple economies. 
They’re still out there and my biggest worry in 
this situation is that the extremists will take the 
death of bin Laden as a cue for more blood¬ 
shed. Sadly, I doubt the death of Osama bin 
Laden will be the death of terrorism. 

“We don’t trot out this stuff as trophies” 

President Obama announced a few days 
after the shocking news, that the United States 
would not release the photos of bin Laden 
postmortem, shot in the head. Outside of 
morbid curiosity, the pictures of Saddam Hus¬ 
sein hanging didn’t really serve a purpose (it 
also wasn’t the US releasing them) with me, or 
anyone else I know. While I do hate to think 
this could turn into a Tupac releasing tapes 
after death’ sort of thing, there is something to 
be said about taking the high road. The debate 
still rages on, even as I write these words 
I can hear a debate going on in the Coali¬ 
tion’s lobby. In fact a couple of days after the 
death of bin Laden, President Obama visited 
Ground Zero. Families who were outraged 
by the lack of photo evidence of the death 
pressed our Commander in Chief during his 
time there. One man was quoted as saying, “I 
know a woman whose husband was identified 
because they found his heart. How much more 
gruesome can the photos of bin Laden be?” 

As heart wrenching as that is to hear, I’m going 
with our President on this one. While this is 
undoubtedly a historic event, I don’t think the 
US should pander to the propaganda machine 
that will breed more hate with those images. 
Few things are really considered ‘Presidential’ 
behavior but I am sure this qualifies. This was 
a class move for Obama. 


To read a different perspective on this situation and how it may affect the world 

see page 11 
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Distributor 

Profile: 

James Bybee 

SUSAN LAKES 

Streetvibes Staff Writer 

J ames Bybee, Streetvibes distributor, stands 
outside the Greater Cincinnati Coalition for the 
Homeless office at 117 East 12th Street. For 
Bybee, meeting people is the best part of the job.A 
Former barber, James Bybee, now works seven 
days a week distributing Streetvibes. It’s a job he’d 
recommend to others, especially to people who are 
into meeting people and growing a business. “It’s 
a nice little hustle,” he said. “You can get your own 
customers.” 

Meeting new people and seeing familiar faces 
is what Bybee likes best about the job. One day, 
a former city councilman bought one of Bybee’s 
papers. “I saw him and stopped him one day, and 
he’s been a regular ever since.” 

Bybee likes the work so much; he dons a 
Streetvibes vest and hits the streets seven days a 
week. You might see him near a mall, on a street 



James Bybee, Streetvibes distributor, stands outside the Greater 
Cincinnati Coalition for the Homeless. Photo: Susan Lakes 


corner or outside a church. Distributors like Bybee 
set their own work hours. He sets aside 10 a.m. to 
2 p.m. for work. 

In his free time, Bybee watches movies. “You 
name it and I’ve got it,” he said about his collection 
that includes most every type—everything but 
horror. 

Church is also an important part of Bybee’s 
weeks. “I’m a God fearing man, ”he said. Bybee 
worships at New Prospect Baptist Church. 


James Bybee can be found selling in the Downtown area. 


Interested in becoming a Streetvibes 
Distributor? Follow these six simple steps to be 
on your way: 

1) Pick up a Distributor packet at the Greater 
Cincinnati Coalition for the Homeless, located 
at 117 East 12th Street, Cincinnati. 

2) Fill out the Distributor Application Form, 
and initial each statement on the Code of 
Conduct and sign & review the Disciplinary 
Policy 

3) Read the most recent copy of Streetvibes. 

4) Attend an Orientation Thursdays at 10AM 

5) Take and pass the quiz Tuesdays at 10AM. 

6) Receive approval and have your picture 
taken, a badge will be made and you will 
be provided with 10 free papers to get you 
started! 

Questions? Call: (513) 421-7803 
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From The Director 


Are You Blind? 


JOSH SPRING 

Executive Director 

R eframing. Reframing is the 
process of judging some¬ 
thing from another, hopefully 
more holistic perspective. Typically 
reframing involves going beyond 
just the surface of how something 
looks or beyond the way that we 
instantlly judge something. Refram¬ 
ing involves empathetic thought. In 
order to understand reframing one 
must work at becoming empathetic. 
Sympathy and empathy are two 
significantly different learned states. 
Sympathy is feeling sorry for some¬ 
one or something else. Empathy is 
actually working to feel what some¬ 
one or something else is feeling. 
Empathy is in a sense taking on 
someone’s burden and sharing it 
with them- feeling the weight on your 
shoulders as well. Empathy could 
also be taking on someone’s joy and 
sharing it with them. True empathy 
should lead to reframing. 

What do you think when com¬ 
ing down the sidewalk in an urban 
setting and you see a group of 
people crowded on the front stoop 
of a building, listening to music and 
loudly talking to one another? I can’t 
tell you how many times I have been 
with somebody new to my neighbor¬ 
hood of Over-the-Rhine and after a 
bit of being here on a warm night, 
they say something like, “wow peo¬ 
ple are constantly arguing outside, 
why are they arguing so much?” 

And I have to say, “wait a second, 
what makes you think people are 
arguing? Folks are just having fun 
with one another.” This person has 
assumed that a crowd of folks on a 
sidewalk in an urban setting, talking 
loudly is a bad thing. What about 
when a group of people are crowded 
in a backyard in the suburbs hanging 
out- is that a bad thing? We often 
hear of one group of people getting 
frustrated at another because of a 
crowd hanging out on the sidewalk. 
Sure no group should be so intro¬ 
spective that it forgets everyone 
around and makes walking down the 
sidewalk impossible, but hanging out 
on the sidewalk is good and produc¬ 
tive. In fact I would assert that it is 
more positive and productive than 
hanging out in a backyard in the sub¬ 


Vinegar 

An Unconventional 
Introduction 

SUSAN LAKES 

Streetvibes Staff Writer 

G ive me a gallon jug of 

vinegar and you’ll see me 
grin. Throw in a spray bottle 
and I’ll gush grins. I’ll squeal. 

Hi. I’m Susan, your new 
Streetvibes reporter and I love 
distilled white vinegar. It’s a new 
love affair. You see, cleaning 
supplies have held a particular 
fascination for me. I’ve tried them 
all-the polishes, squirts, soft 
abrasives, grainy gritty powders, 
foams, thick liquids, runny stuff 
and waxes. Now though, I’m 
batting 100% vinegar, and my 
place sparkles. Gone are the 
days of cleaning caddies and half 


urbs. Being on the sidewalk, right 
out front, puts eyes and ears all over 
the area, it also creates the opportu¬ 
nity for others walking nearby to join 
and it is transparent- everyone sees 
what is going on- this is community 
-building. 

Or what about the common 
statement you probably have heard 
“how can they be poor and afford 
that television?” or “how can they 
be homeless and have a cell phone” 
or “why is there a couch in the living 
room, while the kids have no beds?” 

I bring these up, because I am quite 
confident that all of us have heard 
things like this. These are situations 
that are likely in need of some empa¬ 
thetic reframing. First of all, just be¬ 
cause one is living through poverty, 
that does not mean she or he does 
not want a few things beyond neces¬ 
sity. Individuals experincing poverty 
often have not choice but to focus 
on the necessities, There is nothing 
wrong with having some things that 
are not completely necessary- we all 
do this. Second, if you see someone 
who is currently homeless with a 
cell phone- that is a good thing- that 
means that person has found a way 
to have a cell phone, an opportunity 
many others have not had, which 
means she or he will be better 
equipped to keep appointments, 
follow-up on appointments, apply 
for jobs, seek emergency help when 
needed, and in-act a game-plan. 
Finally, “why is there a couch in the 
living room, while the kids have no 
beds?” Let’s think this one through. 
One, perhaps when this family 
moved in they were given a couch 
as a donation, but not given beds 
and they have been unable to afford 
beds. Or perhaps they did choose 
a couch first. Perhaps they chose 
a couch first because the couch is 
the place the family gathers to hang 
out with one another. Perhaps the 
couch is where the family unites and 
has fun together and deals with hard 
issues together. Perhaps this parent 
chose family unity first. 

I don’t offer these three exam¬ 
ples because they are necessarily 
specifically the subject of debate, 
but the theme of these examples is 
often the subject of common debate. 


used bottles of cleaning supplies. 

My beloved vinegar replaced all 
that stuff. I dilute it sometimes, but 
mostly use it straight up. Some 
people think vinegar stinks. Not 
me. The smell takes me back to the 
70s, to the days when my mother 
would take us on yearly vacations to 
Key West, Florida. “Take a vinegar 
bath,” Mama would say when we’d 
complain about sunburns. She was 
right. That vinegar healed the sting. 
For real. 

My vinegar roots go back even 
farther. “Momo”, my grandmother 
used vinegar in place of cream 
rinse. “It’ll make your hair shiny and 
silky,” she’d say. (She said the same 
thing about beer, mayo and egg 
yolks mixed with olive oil). 

So, although the sights and 
smells of vinegar grace my past, 
it’s the relationship’s future that’s 
keeping me excited. Is there 
anything this stuff won’t clean or 
refresh? 

Vinegar cleans windows, 
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Not only that, but these three ques¬ 
tions are often the route folks with 
more means use to bypass their 
own responsibility to end poverty 
and homelessness. “Well if they can 
afford a cell phone, they must be 
able to afford housing and therefore 
I would just be enabling their poor 
decisions to give of myself.” We are 
often not quick to reframe- because 
first of all, we are often not empa¬ 
thetic and second of all because 
many times, if we did reframe- our 
own responsibility would become 
transparent. 

We are taught that homeless¬ 
ness and poverty are the result of 
lazy people choosing to not work 
hard enough or simply choosing 
to live off everyone else. We are 
often given “proof” of this through 
examples of people who are on 
the margins having things that we 
somehow assume people who are 
financially poor should not have. It is 
sort of like we expect people who are 
homeless and/or financially poor to 
prove it to everyone else by subject¬ 
ing themselves to greater hardship 
by denying everything that is not a 
complete necessity. 

Out of this line of thought, we 
hear about books and studies and 
documentaries about the “culture of 
poverty.” Some of us have perhaps 
gone to seminars about the “culture 
of poverty.” The truth is we know 
what financial poverty is. Financial 
poverty is not having enough finan¬ 
cial resources to sustainably have 
enough items needed to live. We 
know what poverty is. We don’t 
need to study the “culture of pov¬ 
erty.” We have to start talking about 
the “culture of wealth.” Wealth is the 
evil side of us. Poverty is a conse¬ 
quence of that evil side. We don’t 
need to negatively judge people who 
are financially poor for having some 
things that are not necessary for life, 
we need to negatively judge people 
who already have all they need to 
live and continue to horde more, not 
only do they horde more but they 
take from others to feed their greed. 
And we need to do more than judge, 
we need to act. The truth is budgets 
and economies are balanced on the 
backs of people who are financially 


floors, woodwork, sinks, tubs and 
countertops. I pour a little bit in the 
laundry, and keep an open container 
of it next to my running shoes to 
absorb odors. 

Vinegar topped the list of simple, 
natural cleaning supplies I wrote 
about seven or eight years ago while 
working for a daily newspaper in 
northern Indiana. (I’ve been in this 
business for about a decade).I wrote 
about vinegar, but never actually 
used it as a cleaning agent. The 
truth of the matter is this: I didn’t 
clean back then, but paid a broke 
friend to come in weekly and put the 
house in order. 

I’m the broke one now, and 
my economic downward spiral has 
at least one happy ending. I fell in 
love....with vinegar. 


susanlakes@cincihomeless. org 
(513) 421-7803 Ex. 12 


poor. The other truth is that most of 
us do not have most of the money. 
Therefore, some of us need to stop 
believing the intentional lie that if 
we demand they stop hording the 
resources they will leave our midst 
and our economy will fall apart. We 
must stop supporting those that steal 
from us. This is where the majority 
of us can find unity- yes if you are not 
financially poor, you need to give up 
some of what you have so that others 
can get closer to having what they 
need. But we also need to all unite 
and demand that the money-fat ceos 
and big-whig owners turn over what 
they have stolen from the rest of us. 
We can choose to give of ourselves 
for one another and choose to col¬ 
lectively go after our common enemy. 


joshspring@cincihomeless. org 
(513) 421-7803 Ex. 13 


Dissolve Your Marriage 


Dissolution: An amicable 
end to marriage. 

Easier on your heart. 
Easier on your wallet. 

Starting at $500 + court costs. 
Turnaround in 12 hours. 


Bertha Helmick, Esq. 
651 - 9666 . 



“Creativity @ Conscious 
Levels” 

Stacey Smith 
PO Box 14 826 
Cincinnati, OH 45250 
513.289.4596 

www.mysoapfcoxtees.com 



facebook.com/ twitter.com/ streetvibes.wordpress.com 

streetvibes Cincinnati streetvibesnwes 

V_ J 


Great Books! 
visit 

www.cincybooks.com 
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Storms Pass On! 

ELISA HILL 

Contributing Writer and Streetvibes Distributor 

*This poem dedicated to the victims of the tornados that ravaged the Southern 
United States in April. Our thoughts and prayers are with them. 

They say it was a perfect storm down south, all the ingredients to make a tor¬ 
nado come out. 

You should never disrespect it, because it could hold your life in its hands. 

With no hills for shelter and in that moment you couldn’t even run away from it 
mayhem. 

You’d have sunlight one moment. 

Then you are caught up in the bowls of hell the next. 

Thunder, hail and lightning precede the howl of the tornado before it touches 
down. 

Right before it took your life and the rains and know the sounds. 

It was total devastation as the tornado took many lives to the sky. 

Though the sun would rise, it could not comfort all the cries heard throughout 
the south. 

With goodbyes! 


Gone 

WILLA DENISE JONES 

Contributing Writer and Streetvibes Distributor 

GONE ARE THE DAYS THAT WE ONCE KNEW 
GONE ARE THE DAYS NEVER TO RETURN SO NOW 
WHAT’S NEW? 

GONE IS LIKE TOMMORROW THAT NEVER COMES IT’S 
ALWAYS TODAY 

GONE IS THE EMPLOYMENT RATE AND HOUSING FOR 
PEOPLE LIKE ME, FOR A CHANGE I PRAY! 

GONE ARE THE DAYS OF MARTIN LUTHER KING, JOHN F. 
KENNEDY AND SINGER LUTHER VANDROSS 
TODAY SOME PEOPLE SCREAM OSAMA BIN LADEN IS 
DEAD AS THE WORLD YELLS BARACK OBAMA IS THE 
BOSS 

TODAY WE AS HUMAN PEOPLE SHOULD NOT BE WORRIED 

OR CONFUSED AS TO WHO IS RULING 

TODAY WE MUST UNDERSTAND THAT THIS IS GOD’S 

WORLD. SO WHY DO THE PEOPLE KEEP FOOLING 

I SAY STOP KILLING OURSELVES WHEN IT IS WITHOUT A 

DOUBT WE LIVE IN ORDER TO DIE 

SO WHY NOT TAKE EACH DAY AS A BLESSING ABOVE 

GROUNDAND JUST SAY HELLO AND WHEN WE’RE GONE 

JUST SAY GOODBYE 


“How are we to salvage and rebuild a world without Grandma, Danny, Rachel, 
and Uncle Drew.” 

“Every time I try to add a brick to the new foundation, I still feel that our lives 
will be so incomplete too.” 


“All because of a perfect storm that took away half of 
my soul.” 

“Now we all pray for those who have passed on!” 


Artwork By Rico Green, 

son of Streetvibes Distributor Kim Green 





IZfcDTO 


What did the grass on the football 
field say? 

If you water me, I’ll be rooting for 
you! 


Why should every baseball team 
have a frog? 

To catch pop up flies. 



II with want and poisoned by this ugly greed 


III With Want” The Avett Brothers 


lam sick with wanting. And it's evfand it's daunting, 

Bowl let everything l cherish lay to waste, 
lam iost in greed this time, it's definitely me. 

1 point fingers but there's no one there to blame. 

I need for something, not let me break it down again, 
i need for so mething, but not more medicine. 

lam sick with wanting. And it's evil howifsgotme, 
and every day is worse than the one before. 

The more lhave themore I think: fm almost where I need to be. 

If only I could get a little more. 

T emporary is my time. Ain't nothin on this world that's mine, 
except the will I found to carry on. Freedom is not your right to choose. 

Its answering itfiaFs asked of you, to give the love you find until it's gone. 

Something has me, oh something has me. 
acting like someone I don't wanna be. 
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Refresh 

Northside 

Chris Hoeting and 
Jonathan Sears need 
your help to build an arts 
center that is completely 
green-out of recycled 
shipping containers. This 
would include an artist’s 
residency program, 
exhibition spaces and a 
community learning and 
outreach area, set in 
front of the old canning 
building in Northside. 

COREY GIBSON 

Contributing Writer 

T he chair you have in your house 
probably traveled hundreds 
of miles to get to where it is 
now. Stuffed inside a dark, dirty ship¬ 
ping container until you saved it and 
brought it home. The paper you are 
reading this from also traveled hun¬ 
dreds of miles to get into your hands. 
From a tree, to a mill, to a box, to a 
container, eventually ending in your 
hands. According to the book, “Evolu¬ 
tion of the Box,” by Charles W. Ebel- 
ing, nearly 90% of non-bulk cargo, 
cargo that goes into a box and is not 
shipped unpackaged, moves around 
the world in cargo containers stacked 
on transport ships. Nearly everything 
inside your entire apartment was 



Designed with the parProjects logo, the center 
would be built in front of the old canning building in 
Northside.Wofo; Jonathan Sears 


once inside numerous, gigantic con¬ 
tainers that traveled over oceans to 
finally arrive in your apartment. 

But after years of wear and tear 
on these containers, where do they 
end up, what do people do with them? 
Can these behemoths just be thrown 
into a garbage dump and forgotten? 

Some containers fall victim to the 
sea, falling off the ships they are be¬ 
ing transported on, while others are 
turned in to different forms of architec¬ 
ture around the world. And hopefully 
Cincinnati will soon be a city, on a 
short list of cities, which can claim they 
have a building made out of shipping 
containers. Chris Hoeting and Jona¬ 
than Sears, grad schools friends who 
founded the arts organization parProj¬ 
ects, want to build an arts center out of 
recycled shipping containers. 

As said in their mission state¬ 
ment, “The larger goal of parProjects 
revolves around the planning, devel¬ 
opment and 
construction of 
a new genera¬ 
tion of creative 
centers for the 
arts. The design, 
which if currently 
in progress is 
modeled as a 
green building 
project, cre¬ 
ated primarily 
out of recycled 
materials and 
energy efficient 
approaches 

leading towards self-sustainability.” 

“Our mission,” said Hoeting, “is to 
create an arts center that is sustain¬ 
able.” 

The arts center, which was de¬ 
signed by Sears, is going to house an 
artist’s residency program, two exhibi¬ 
tion spaces and a community learning 
and outreach area and be 
built in front of the old canning 
building in Northside. 

Phase one, which is go¬ 
ing to be a moveable first 
floor, is going to consist of five 
shipping containers pieced 
together housing the artists 
residency program, one exhi¬ 
bition space and an outreach 
center. The center is going to 
be the first of its kind in Ohio, 
where shipping container build¬ 
ings are only comprised of a 
single container. Hoeting said 



“To raise money for phase 
one of the project, Hoeting 
and Sears turned their 
interests towards the 
Pepsi Refresh contest, a 
contest that offers people 
the chance to win $5,000 to 
$50,000 for projects that will 
better the community. “ 


The project, built completely out of recycled shipping containers. 

Photo: Jonathan Sears 


cided to take a grassroots approach. 
Hoeting and Sears want to help pro¬ 
mote the entire art scene in Cincinnati. 
For every art center or gallery they 
go to, parProjects wants to interview 
the people behind the scene and give 
them recognition on their blog. All they 
want in return is for the people of Cin¬ 
cinnati to vote twice a day, until May 
31. 

“We are going to go and specifi¬ 
cally visit all the arts organizations in 
Cincinnati,” said Hoeting. “We want to 
first visit all the centers in Northside 


there is nothing 
set up in city of 
Cincinnati, code 
wise, to regulate 
how they build 
this structure. He 
hopes that being 
the first to build 
something out of 
numerous ship¬ 
ping containers 
will allow more 
and more green- 
suave people to 
do the same. 

Yet how 
comfortable can 

a shipping container be? Do not be 
fooled. The plain walls will be painted, 
the shipping containers will be cut up 
and reorganized to better fit the pur¬ 
pose of an arts center and the paint 
will even have an additive that will act 
as a thermos, keeping the center well 

heated or 
cooled. 

“Our 
hope is 
to build a 
building as 
completely 
green as 
possible,” 
said Hoet¬ 
ing. “A lot of 
our thinking 
with the 
sustainable 
art center is 
not just in 

the green aspect but also the idea that 
it will be inexpressive.” 

Where most art centers become 
top heavy with bills, heating, electricity, 
employees and such, Hoeting said this 
art center will have solar power to help 
it run more efficiently. 

To raise money for phase one of 
the project, Hoeting and Sears turned 
their interests towards the Pepsi Re¬ 
fresh contest, a contest that offers 
people the chance to win $5,000 to 
$50,000 for projects that will better 
the community. If parProjects wins the 
contest, the $50,000 would be enough 
to finish the first floor of the project. 
“$50,000 would primarily build the 
shell of phase one,” said Hoeting. “To 
buy the components, get the gallery 
ready and hook up the electricity.” 

To raise awareness about their 
project and to get people to start click¬ 
ing in their votes, parProjects has de¬ 



Space for art exhibitions and community 
learning mapped out Jonathan Sears 

and then move onto all the arts cen¬ 
ters in Cincinnati.” 

parProjects believes they are go¬ 
ing to need to get 2,000 to 3,000 votes 
a day to get in to the top ten on the 
Pepsi Refresh project, a spot that en¬ 
sure they receive the $50,000. 

“We think people will be interested 
because of what it is and how it is an 
example of a self sustaining building,” 
said Hoeting. “It is the type of contem¬ 
porary architecture that would benefit 
Northside and Cincinnati. People will 
be interested in seeing this center in 
the Midwest.” 

To vote for parProjects go to: 

theroadtorefresh.com. 


Is it is or is it ain’t? 

The observations of a Streetvibes Distributor 



Photos: Aimie Willhoite Photography 


LEE MCCOY 

Streetvibes Distributor 

ately I have been noticing the 
date May 21 st a lot. But let me 
stop and ask you a question first, 
Do you remember when Orson Wells 
claimed the Martians have landed 
and the end of the world was near? 
The man started worldwide panic 
and had everyone looking toward 
the sky asking, "Is it is or is it ain't?" 
Well, that's a bunch of bull crap. A 
few weeks ago I saw a bunch of mini 
vans with the message of 'May 21 st ... 
the day the world will end according 
to the Word of God." It had me run¬ 
ning to my bible. The first thing that 
really jumped out at me was that no 


man knows the hour or the day that 
the world will end. The Father didn't 
even know 'is it is or is it ain't?' How 
in the world did anyone come up 
with the May 21 st thing. I wasn't satis¬ 
fied so I kept digging. In my bible the 
signs were surely there and I believe 
the end is near in Matthew 24:6-8, 
it says you are going to hear of wars 
but it tells you to not be scared, for 
these things must happen but it isn't 
the end. "For nation will rise against 
nation and kingdom against king¬ 
dom." There will be food shortages 
and earthquakes in one place after 
another. Just look at Japan and every 
area across the world. I am not going 
to try to judge anyone; I won't try to 
play God. In an odd coincidence the 
annual 5k Summer Run in OTR is on 


May 21 st . Maybe you should 
pack the bible with your Nikes 
that day, because if you listen 
to what they're preaching, the 
world is over on that day. 

I had the pleasure of tour¬ 
ing the Jimmy Heath House in 
OTR with students from NKU on 
April 20 th . If you are unaware 
of what the Jimmy Heath House 
is, let me inform you. It is a 
place where people who can't 
conform to the Drop Inn Center's 
rules can go. It is for the people you 
see sleeping on the streets, under 
bridges, in doorways. I have always 
had a strong dislike for 3CDC and 
their 'development' but I must admit 
this product they were involved in is 
amazing. 


It is a little like sleeping with the 
enemy. But is it the answer or just 
the tip of the ice berg? I don't know. 
'Is it is or is it ain't?' 


Lee McCoy can be found selling in the 
Downtown area and at Findlay Market 
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True Companions 

A survey of local 
resources 
available for 
homeless people 
with pets. 

SUSAN LAKES 

Streetvibes Staff Writer 

S ome places have 
homeless shelters 
that allow or make 
provisions for pets.The 
Pets for the Homeless’ 
organization publishes that 
list on its website. You can 
find it, plus a ton of information about 
how to help curb the pets of homeless 
problem, by visiting petsofthehome- 
less.org. 

You won’t find Cincinnati or Ohio 
on the list of shelters that allow pets. 

But there’s at least one local shelter 
where homeless men and cats interact 
daily. “We have 55 homeless men and 
7 homeless cats, but the cats don’t 
think they’re homeless,” said Drew 
Brown, shelter director at the Mt. Airy 
twelve-acre campus. The felines found 
the shelter, and now they hang out in 
outdoor shelters the homeless men 
constructed. 


Max who currently lives at The Talbert House, Mount Airy 
Center for the Homeless. Photo: Drew Brown 


word of mouth and visits to homeless 
camps to get the word out about Pets 
In Need. Homeless people are one of 
her resources. “They are the people 
who are out there first hand on the 
streets and they are living side by side 
with the stray animals who need atten¬ 
tion.” One homeless camp includes 
people and three animals. “All of them 
(animals) are spayed and neutered,” 
Madewell said. “They care for their 
pets just as much as anyone else, but 
oftentimes lack the resources. Every¬ 
one is very thrilled to get the services.” 

Pets In Need survives on grant 
money and donations. Like Brown, 
Madewell sees value in homeless 



A homeless cat’s shelter at the The Talbert House, Mount Airy Centerfor the Homeless. 
Photo: Drew Brown 


Brown sees value in the living 
arrangement. “The cats are very 
therapeutic for our men,” he said. “It 
reinforces skills many homeless people 
have forgotten, and that’s how to take 
care of something more unfortunate 
them themselves.” 

Nurturing is a good thing Mt. Airy. 
“By taking care of a cat, it kind of re¬ 
inforces the nurturing that comes with 
caring for something besides yourself.” 
Brown said. “It’s been good for our 
guys.” 

Another local organization, UCAN, 
finds value in helping out the pets 
of homeless people. UCAN recently 
opened a spay/neuter clinic where vet¬ 
erinary services are offered to people 
with little or no income. 

Pets of those who qualify get seen 
and checked out head to toe 
for $8.00. The spay/neuter 
service is slightly more expen¬ 
sive. The number of homeless 
people using this service is on 
the rise, according to Cathy 
Madewell, coordinator for Pets 
In Need. 

The program is mutu¬ 
ally beneficial. “The homeless 
people are doing a service 
to the city by bringing in their 
dogs and cats,” said Madewell, 
adding that every pet that is 
spayed or neutered means 
fewer unwanted litters for ani¬ 
mal control. Madewell relies on 


people keeping pets, even when they 
enter shelters. “It would be excellent 
if shelters could find a way,” she said. 
“Some of the people cannot go into a 
shelter with their pets, and that causes 
them to miss out on a necessary safe 
place to live.” 

Giving up a pet can be difficult. 
That’s why The Hamilton County 
YMCA Battered Women’s Shelter 
partners with the Society for Preven¬ 
tion of Cruelty to Animals or SPCA. 
The SPCA provides temporary shelter 
for the animals of battered women, ac¬ 
cording to Consuello Hudson, Domes¬ 
tic Violence Advocate. 

The partnership works, Hudson 
said, but it’s not used very often. 



Eugene and Sarah’s Story t his is the story of how a 

cat named Sarah helps a 
young professional man 

named Eugene (not his real name) cope with the debilitating disability that 
took him from a successful freelance career to job losses, alienation of 
friends and family and years of homelessness. 

The chaotic homeless days ended for the duo four months ago. Life’s 
going good now since they made the move from a tent into an apartment. 

Sometimes, Sarah’s clinginess gets on Eugene’s nerves, but he’s 
quick to admit that he’d be lost without the furry feline’s company and 
comfort. “I wouldn’t have anybody to come home to,” Eugene said. “I really 
want to keep this cat. It’s been here for me when I’m depressed.” 

And keep Sarah, he will. When asked what he’d do if the understand¬ 
ing landlord suddenly enforced a “no pets” policy, Eugene said he’d have 
to find a different place to live. He and Sarah are a team. 

The Beginning 

Eugene, 35, was a successful freelance writer, analyst and ghost writ¬ 
er. Life had been good. He was happy. “I lived a perfectly normal life until 
2005,” he recalls. 

The only one of eight children with a high school education, Eugene 
studied theology in college. He was the one people leaned on. “I went from 
the one that would help all my friends and family to the one who needed 
help but couldn’t get it,” he recalls, adding friends and family thought he’d 
gone crazy when the panic attacks started. 

The writer witnessed a series of traumatic events, including suicides, 
murders and explosions, in the span of a year. One of the explosions, he 
said, happened while on assignment in Northern Pakistan. “We were part 
of a convoy of buses, and I was on the ninth bus,” he recalled of the trag¬ 
edy. “The Taliban blew up the 8 th (bus),” he said softly, looking down. 

Depression and anxiety followed. So did his ability to earn a living. 

Job losses followed. So did support from friends and family. He felt re¬ 
jected because of what he calls his mental disability. 

“The Cat Came To Me While I Was Homeless, and Stayed.” 

Eugene ended up living all alone inside a six-foot by eight-foot stor¬ 
age shed he covered with tent material. At first, a three-legged dog tried to 
adopt him, but he knew that wouldn’t work. He could barely feed himself, 
and knew it wouldn’t be fair to adopt the pooch. “I couldn’t take care of it,” 
he said. “I gave it away.” 

The very day he found a good home for the dog, he was sitting inside 
the shed and heard a noise. “It was a meow,” he said. “She (the cat) was 
sitting there, so I gave here some dog food.” The cat was skittish at first, 
but stuck around. 

Eugene named her Sarah. “I like to use regular names,” he said, 
adding that he’s always been one in favor of naming his pets human-like 
names rather than the popular pet names like “Fluffy” and “Spot”. 

One Road trip to Remember 

Eugene left the tent and set out on a trip to New York City with the 
cat in tow. He thought his chances for finding work in a faltering economy 
would be better in the city, so he crated the cat and hitched a ride with a 
trucker he knew was headed that way. He and Sarah ended up home¬ 
less again. “In New York, I walked around with her on a leash,” he said, 
laughing. “In New York, that’s common, but here I wouldn’t do that be¬ 
cause people would think I’m crazy.” They were homeless for nearly four 
months, but at least Eugene found shelter. He lived in a small room where 
monks once lived. “They didn’t allow pets, but Sarah was allowed to stay 
(outside),” he said. She stayed in the back yard area that was surrounded 
by a nine-foot fence. “There were no worries of here leaving since she 
didn’t have claws.” The wooden fence would have been quite an obstacle 
for a declawed cat like Sarah. With the urging of friends, the two returned 
to Cincinnati. 

A Happy Reunion 

Sarah’s trip back to Cincinnati was shorter than his. Eugene caught a 

bus, and Sarah followed the next day-by plane. The airport reunion was 

a happy one. “She’s always glad to see me,” he said. 

They returned to the tent for four months before Eugene finally agreed 
to enter a local shelter, a condition for enrolling in a local housing program. 
Eugene had resisted the idea of shelter life for two reasons: panic attacks 
related to a condition called agoraphobia* and Sarah. “I really wanted to 
keep this cat,” he said. “It was there for me when I was depressed.” 

A Home at Last 

Eugene and Sarah moved into an apartment earlier this year, and 
they’re both settled in. She perches on top of his feet when he sits down, 
and he can’t imagine what life would be like without her. “I wouldn’t have 
anybody to come home to,” he said. “Sarah is something else alive here 
besides my plants.” 

Hopes and Dreams 

Eugene said he’s feeling better. The symptoms of his Post Traumatic 
Stress Disorder (PTSD) and Agoraphobia are not as bad as they used to 
be. Agoraphobia is a condition that makes a person fearful in public plac¬ 
es. With PTSD, a person may experience such symptoms as tiredness, 
sleep disturbances, anxiety and depression. 

Eventually, Eugene wants to return to writing. “I want to go back to 
work and not get fired,” he said, recalling just how the disabilities interfered 
with work. 
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Demanding Transparency from those 
Responsible for Change 



Continued from page 1 

Aliya Rahmon, Miami University 
student, read a demand letter that 
was sent to Tom Scheberle, Executive 
Director of ALEC. The letter demands 


Marching to demand corporations not be allowed 
to dictate our laws. Photo: Susan Lakes 


these disclosures: 

•All donors of $200 and more, 

•ALEC members who hold elected 
office, 

•Full text of model legislation and 
public policy discussion leading up 
to the legislation 

•Disclosure of the cases in which 
ALEC model legislation is entered 
into bills, specifically the source of 
the legislative text. 

Similar demands are in 
the works by another group. 
ProtestALEC.org claims ALEC 
is to blame for the recent surge 
in legislation that targets working 
people (Ohio’s Senate Bill 5), 
women and racial minorities 
(Arizona’s Senate 1070) 
environmental protections. The 
group is calling for ALEC to invite 
policy experts, journalists and 
the public to an open meeting to 
discuss the group’s inner workings. 

Protestor Alana Bilancini first 
found out ALEC was coming to 
Cincinnati in mid-March. She’s 
glad the city’s Over-The Rhine 
neighborhoods served as the focal 
point for the education programs. 
“There’s a movement to push 
residents out in favor of profit¬ 
making businesses,” she said. 

Bilancini also liked the peaceful 
nature of the protest. Some of 
the protestors who showed up in 
Cincinnati are working on strategies 
to bring ALEC into the spotlight 
again when the group meets for 
an annual meeting in Louisiana 
in August. “We need information 



More than 150 people gathered with signs on Fountain Square in peaceful demand against 
the ALEC. Photo: Susan Lakes 

sharing among states so that 
we can be ready for New 
Orleans,” said Bob Sloan. 

An Indianapolis, IN resident, 

Sloan and wife, Jean made 
the hour and a half hour trek 
to Cincinnati to protest for a 
reason. Bob learned about 
ALEC through his research. 

“My husband has been writing 
a book about the corporate 
takeover of our prisons,” Jean 
Sloan said. 


susanlakes@cincihomeless. 
org (513) 421-7803 Ex. 12 


A GUMPS AT THE 
PROTEST SIGNS AND 
CHANTS: 

-Democracy Is Not For Sale. 

-Stop Corporations From Writing Our 
Laws. 

-When Our Rights Are Under Attack, 
what do we do? Stand Up. Fight 
Back. 

-Hey Hey, ho ho/ALEC out of Ohio. 

-Get up! Get Down! There’s a 
Peoples’ Movement In This Town. 



1 & 2 BEDROOM APARTMENTS 




A 

V 




2010 Taste Of Cincinnati Winner 
Best of Taste Entree 
^ “Chicago Gyro’s” Greek Pizza ^ 


Come visit us in Clifton! 

Award Winning Food! 
Great Beer Selection! 
Karaoke • Live Music 
Catch All The UC Action! 
New Patio • Free Parking 



205 W. McMillan Street • Cincinnati, Oh 45219 • 513.241.MACS 


Buying or selling ... 

The Painter Team 



For all your real estate needs, call: 

Michael D. Painter, e-Pro, reos, sfr 513.348.7999 
Candace Kadivnik Painter, crs.abr 513.266.1025 

Painting the town sold ... 
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If You Didn’t Laugh, You’d Cry 

Satire is, above all, a bag of laughs. But in authoritarian countries, such as Venezuela and Russia, satire is 
also the voice of freedom; a weapon used to expose the irony of unjust systems. 

INES SANTINHOS GONQALVES 

Street News Service 
www. streetnewsservice. org 

T he Venezuelan President, Hugo Chavez, is 
a man of humor. Nobody forgets the day he 
stepped on the stand of the United Nations, 
one day after former President Bush, sniffed the 
air and said: "The devil was here yesterday. It still 
smells like sulfur." Yes, President Chavez has used 
comedy many times against his opponents, but 
his sense of humor fades when the joke is on him. 

Laureano Marquez, political scientist and one of 
the most famous satirists of Venezuela, had to pay, 
together with the newspaper he writes for, TalCual, 
almost £15,000 because of a letter he wrote to 
Chavez's nine-year-old daughter. "Querida Rosines" 
was a satirical answer to the President's announce¬ 
ment that he was considering changing the national 
coat of arms after a request from his daughter. "The 
purpose of the letter is to ask you for help," wrote 
Marquez in 2005. "You are probably the only person 
he listens to and you're the only who can speak 
frankly with daddy without fearing as we do." 

Among the requests was one to remove the 
coat of arms of "a gentleman with a green uniform 
and white beard, a gentleman that is always putting 
his nose in our business" (reference to Fidel Cas¬ 
tro) and also a request for Chavez to stop talking 
about what he is going to do in 2021 - "Even if he is 
going to stay that long, he shouldn't say it so often 
because for those of us who don't agree with him 
(don't be alarmed, according to official sources we 
are fewer and fewer) it's somehow stressful." He 
closes the letter with a last wish: "Ask him not to be 
so angry with us who don't think like him; sometimes 
he calls us criminals and fascists and we feel like 
answering back." The gentle, almost affection¬ 
ate tone of the letter did not prevent him landing in 
trouble with the courts. 

However, Laureano Marquez didn’t learn the 




CINCINNATI 


Cincinnati, OH 45202 


all for Tickets 

www. cincyshakes. com 

513.381.BARD ( 2273 ) 


Go Online or 


I LEAVE MYSELF, MY FRIENDS 
AND ALL, FOR LOyE.” 


lesson. On January last 
year he did it again. And 
this time it was worse. 

“Venezuela sin Este¬ 
ban”, published in the 
ever-resistant TalCual 
newspaper, was a witty 
exercise of imagination: 
what would happen to 
the country if Chavez 
suddenly left? After the 
confusion of the first 
days, “people would stop 
buying dollars like crazy” 
and six months later 
“politicians would star no¬ 
ticing that the laws they 
approved were actually 
quite anti-democratic 
because now they apply 
to them” and “all political 
prisoners who were ar¬ 
bitrarily judged would be 
freed.” Ten years later, 

“you could see the first 
signs of financial recov¬ 
ery” and “people would 

find sugar in the supermarkets again”. A hundred 
years after Chavez’s (Esteban in the article) depar¬ 
ture all that is left are “bad memories”. “The period 
would be studied as an example of what should not 
be done to a country.” The reaction arrived quickly. 
The Ministry of Communications and Information 
of Venezuela accused him of being a defamatory 
fascist and of encouraging a coup d’etat. Words, 
of course, were not enough: the Ministry asked to 
open an inquiry against Tal Cual. Such reaction 
indicates the government recognizes the power of 
satire and by censuring Marquez, President Chavez 
admits his importance. “Humor hurts the govern¬ 
ment a great deal, because it’s a type of criticism 

against which you can only answer 
in two ways: with more wit or by 
censoring it. Because the govern¬ 
ment is not very witty, he censors,” 
explained the satirist. “Everyone 
who studied humor knows it’s a 
serious thing. Almost all the great 
philosophers since Aristotle have 
written about it.” Marquez, who 
continues writing almost as an act 
of protest, says satire in Venezuela 
is about much more than raising a 
few laughs; it is essential to what 
is left of democracy, something the 
Venezuelans so deeply value. 

“In Venezuela, political satire 
has an incredible strength. It’s a 
mechanism to face authoritarian¬ 
ism, denounce it, and defeat it. 
Currently Venezuela is living one 
of its most brilliant moments in 
terms of humor, also because it 
is living one of the most danger¬ 
ous periods for its freedom,” he 
said. In this paradoxical situation, 
satire is seen as a noble weapon: 
“It’s an extraordinary weapon and 
its greatest strength comes from 
the fact that it doesn’t kill, it’s not 
violent. Political satire is a form 
of denouncing wrong doings, of 
criticism; it’s a political expression 
of the social anguishes. “Political 
satire in Venezuela assumes the 
tremendously important function 
of being the citizen’s voice. It is 
extremely important in Venezuela, 
without it I don’t think we could 
have survived.” Satire, Marquez 
says, is the best way to beat cen¬ 
sorship. “It’s a way to say things 
when you can’t speak because 
satire uses metaphors and can say 
without saying. Besides, humor is 


Venezuela President Chavez laughs while addressing a news conference. REUTERS/Jorge Silva 


also using new technologies and it becomes harder 
and harder to tyrannize the human being,” he said. 

In a country where recently a critical television 
network, RCTV, was pushed off the airwaves and 
34 radio stations had their licenses revoked, the 
Internet does emerge as the safest way to express 
disagreement. In the past decade Venezuela has 
seen an impressive growth in access to online tech¬ 
nologies. Thirty one per cent of the population now 
has access to the Internet (compared to 5.8 per cent 
12 years ago). Much of this development is actually 
due to the Chavez administration: the government 
set up more than 600 high speed Internet access 
centers in poor neighborhoods. As a result, 68 per 
cent of Internet users come from lower-income de¬ 
mographics. At the same time, the rising popularity 
of social networking sites like Facebook and Twitter, 
as well as blogs, benefited Chavez’s opponents. 

The anti-Chavez Twitter #freeVenezuela was among 
the four receiving comments worldwide in February 
last year, while seven of the 10 most followed Twitter 
accounts in Venezuela belong to Chavez’s critics. 
Chavez didn’t want to be left behind, so he created 
his own Twitter account and already has 1,416,826 
followers. 

The absence of restrictions on online content 
created the conditions for a proliferation of blogs and 
websites with disagreeing voices. One of the most 
popular ones is El Chiguire Bipolar, a satirical page, 
resembling the American The Onion, where Ven¬ 
ezuelan politics and Chavez, in particular, are seen 
through the lens of sharp humor. Named in honor of 
the capybara, a rodent that Venezuelans enjoy eat¬ 
ing, El Chiguire, after only three years of existence, 
has at least the same or more page views than 
the leading Venezuelan newspaper, El Nacional. 
“New school books replace heliocentric theory by 
the hugocentric theory”, “President Chavez gives 
medal to virus AIN 1 for having contaminated Uribe” 
or “Interview with Chavez’s mommy: ‘My son was 
on TV since he was a little boy’” are some of the 
headlines one can find in this website, that uses the 
motto “Partial, unfounded news from a rodent with 
psychological issues.” 

But their most successful attraction is undoubt¬ 
edly the recent cartoon adventure La Isla Presi¬ 
dency (Presidential Island), five-minute videos 
released every two or three weeks. The story, 
based on the hit TV series Lost, gathers sev¬ 
eral Latin American leaders who find themselves 
shipwrecked on a deserted tropical island. The first 
episode was watched on YouTube more than 3 
million times and apart from Chavez it includes the 
Bolivian President Evo Morales (secretly in love 
with the Venezuelan President), 


See If You Didn't Laugh plO. 
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Colombia’s President Alvaro Uribe, Cristina Kirch- 
ner from Argentina and the Brazilian Lula da Silva, 
among others. For this reason, the website has 
become increasingly popular throughout Latin 
America. Even Spain is paying attention, since 
King Juan Carlos also stars as a silly old man. All of 
these characters are tortured by the long speeches 
delivered by President Chavez. 

“Twelve Presidents take a short boat ride to 
hell. Now they’ll have to survive with no food, no 
shelter and no power - hey, don’t overreact!” The in¬ 
terruption of the trailer is made by Chavez to whom 
power doesn’t mean electricity. 

Mario Silva, the host of a Venezuelan talk show 
on state television that Chavez uses to attack his 
critics, has condemned El Chiguire Bipolar, describ¬ 
ing its founders as partisan anti-Chavez drug- 
addicts. “We appreciate the publicity,” co-founder 
Juan Andres Ravell, 28, told the New York Times. 
Together with Oswaldo Graziani, 30, he writes and 
produces the content of the website that is financed 
out of their own pockets. “Chavez is a master com¬ 
municator and a natural born comedian, but one 
who doesn’t realize he’s at the centre of the joke,” 
said Ravell in the same interview to the American 
newspaper. “Satire”, he added “always evolves 
to resist the attempts to extinguish it.” “Venezuela 
is living one of its most brilliant moments in terms 
of humor, also because it is living one of the most 
dangerous periods for its freedom”. David Myers, 
political science professor at Penn State University, 
US, specializing in Latin America, is familiar with 
El Chiguire. “I’m surprised it hasn’t been censored 
yet,” he said. President Chavez has been talk¬ 
ing about controlling the Internet, after a website 


allegedly reported false news about the death of 
one of his ministers. But Melanie Ciolek, a special¬ 
ist in public diplomacy at the University of Southern 
California, explains: “If the Chavez administra¬ 
tion decided to crack down on Internet freedom to 
reduce dissents, it risks upsetting an already tense 
situation in Venezuela. The fight for online influence 
plays out against a backdrop of troubled economic 
conditions and recurring energy crises that make 
it increasingly difficult for him to tout the benefits 
of his ‘Bolivarian revolution’. “Previous attempts 
to ban access to social media have demonstrated 
a tendency to generate instability. Given that his 
opponents already use social media not just to 
voice dissent, but to organize physical protests 
against his policies, it seems likely that restrictions 
would stimulate further unrest,” she writes in an 
article on the Mountain Runner, a political science 
website. Professor Myers agrees that Chavez will 
be cautious. “I’m not sure if he has the technical 
capability actually, but he did bring the Iranians in 
and they are advising him on propaganda, so it is 
conceivable.” With Internet or without it, the situa¬ 
tion of satire in Venezuela is under threat. “There is 
even a law saying that if you make jokes about the 
President you can be put in jail,” explains Professor 
Myers. “The reason why Chavez is so bothered 
by satire is because he realizes there is a political 
content in the jokes and if they start to be able to 
reach the base which supports him, and then it’s 
dangerous. He knows how humor and satire was 
used against former President Perez Jimenez in 
the 1950s and then again in the 1990s against the 
Social Democratic party. “Another example, one of 
the best in the history of Venezuela was a satirical 


program about the former President 
Carlos Andres Perez which played a 
huge role in discrediting the demo¬ 
cratic system and opening a way for 
Chavez,” he adds. 

In the war of humor, Chavez 
plays a significant role, one filled 
with political meaning. “He uses a 
very popular humor against educat¬ 
ed people, the humor of cowboys. A 
lot of people in Venezuela still have 
that rural mentality and Chavez ap¬ 
peals to them much more with that 
type of satire,” explains Professor 
Myers. “He is trying to show that 
he is just like the poor. The great 
irony is that, not only he came out 
of the military academy but he also 
studied at Simon Bolivar University 
where he made all the courses for a Master in Po¬ 
litical Science,” he adds. Chavez, however, left the 
University without the degree. 

The ‘bronze leaders’ are no joke. In Venezuela 
satire is a weapon used by both sides of the bar¬ 
ricade and although restricted it remains present, 
like a weed that keeps on growing back. One might 
say that it is a defense mechanism of authoritarian 
regimes, democracies in a very limited meaning of 
the word, in which freedom to express disagree¬ 
ment is highly restricted and regimes with charis¬ 
matic, power-driven, self-centered leaders. Like 
Venezuela. And like Russia. However, if Venezu¬ 
elans drink the glass of satire with visible thirst, the 
Russians sip with caution. Professor Myers says 
the reasons are historical: “The concept of de¬ 
mocracy is very deeply embedded in 
Venezuelan culture. It goes way back 
to the 19th century when there was a 
lot of democratic resistance to dicta¬ 
tors. Satire is a way to go after anyone 
who tries to get too much authority. 

You don’t have anything in Venezuela 
that commanded the respect and the 
majesty of the Tsars regime.” Nicolai 
Petro, Professor of Comparative Poli¬ 
tics at the University of Rhode Island, 
US, specializing in Russian affairs, 
said: “If things are quieter in Russia 
than in Venezuela, I believe it is mainly 
because people like it that way. 

“There are cultural factors at work. 
One is a certain fear of the conse¬ 
quences of mocking authority, another 
is that mocking a person, rather than a 
system or institution, is considered inap¬ 
propriate and ‘hitting below the belt’. This may be 
changing for young people but among older Rus¬ 
sians one finds, to the contrary, a heightened effort 
to maintain a sense of orderliness and propriety in 
the face of the ‘immorality’ they see in Russian so¬ 
ciety today,” he explains. But as the saying goes, 
there is an exception to every rule. In 2009 New 
Year’s Eve Vladimir Putin and Dimitry Medvedev 
danced, sang and told jokes in Red Square. Inap¬ 
propriate? It would be far more than that. But those 
singing and dancing under fireworks were cartoon 
characters of the President and Prime Minister. 
There are at least eight videos on YouTube where 
one can see the cartoon duet; the most popular of 
them has been viewed almost 280,000 times. 

Medvedev: “It has become a fashion trend to 
summarize the year’s end” 

Putin: “And we will try our best to do so and 
fulfill the request” 

The two most powerful men in Russia swing 
their bodies to the rhythm. Medvedev plays accor¬ 
dion and Putin a tambourine - which every now and 
then he beats against his bottom. The duet cheer¬ 
fully refers to events in the past year, such as the 
failed attempt by a consortium including Russian 
bank Sberbank to buy Opel from General Motors, 
and the construction of Russia’s Nord Stream gas 
pipeline. They poke fun at the EU and US, Inter¬ 
national Olympic Committee president Jacques 
Rogge, Ukraine’s President Viktor Yushchenko and 
even make a reference to historic corruption within 
Russia’s bureaucracy. 

Step to the left, step to the right, twirl, jump, 


“Opa!” They have great dancing skills. 

Medvedev: “You may believe me or you may 
not, I love to surf the web a lot” 

Putin: “Ah, yes, when you are surfing the net, I 
have to text you ‘Hi Medvedev!”’ 

Medvedev: “This is the second year that I greet 
people on New Year” 

Putin: “You know, one of us has done it already 
nine times” 

The video was featured in a special episode of 
Mult Lichnosti (Cartoon Personalities), a biweekly 
show that pokes fun at public figures. 

Broadcasted on the state-run Channel One, 
Multi Lichnosti is the newest satire show in Rus¬ 
sia, a country where jokes on TV are no laughing 
matter. 

For seven years the country experienced a dry 
season for satire. Since the end of Kukly, the Rus¬ 
sian version of Spitting Image, the airwaves were 
pretty humour free. 

Newspapers across the so-called free world 
reported the end of the show as a political message 
- and not a good one. 

The television station, NTV, claimed the politi¬ 
cal satire was unpopular, poorly made and too 
expensive to produce. But the unofficial version that 
everyone believed in was that its closure was politi¬ 
cally motivated. 

Kukly portrayed Putin as a short, ugly puppet 
and although it was extremely popular, it was not to 
the President’s taste. Putin’s victory in the Presi¬ 
dential elections gave him the power to nationalize 
NTV. Soon the show was cancelled. 

“If it would have been a totalitarian regime, they 
would have shot us. Because it’s an authoritarian 
regime they closed us down,” said Victor Shen¬ 
derovich, scriptwriter of Kukly, to BBC Radio 4. 

Since its cancellation, jokes about Putin be¬ 
came such a taboo that in July 2009 the Russian 
channel that broadcasts South Park cut a scene of 
the cartoon involving Putin. 

The poltical analyst, Dimitry Oreshkin told the 
France Press News Agency he thought television 
comedy had “degraded” since the demise of Kukly. 
“In this situation, of course, it’s impossible to even 
think of making Putin or Medvedev into comic 
figures.” 

Nontheless, Multi Lichnosti is now on prime¬ 
time television. The return, however, is seen as 
timid. The New Year cartoon, where both Putin and 
Medvedev appeared, was an exception. The show 
tends to focus only on international politicians, foot¬ 
ball players, pop stars and television hosts. It’s not 
like the show doesn’t have teeth; it just lacks bite 
when it comes to Russian politicians. 

The only Russian political figure who had 
appeared - in the first episode - was the Foreign 
Minister Sergei Lavrov who was gently mocked in a 
sketch that showed him trying to escape a flirtatious 
Hilary Clinton. 

On the contrary, when it comes to international 
figures, especially the ones the Kremlin likes least, 
there is plenty to enjoy. President Viktor A. Yush¬ 
chenko of Ukraine is shown in a wheat field, idly 
inflating balloons with Russian natural gas diverted 
from a pipeline. President Mikheil Saakashvili of 
Georgia lustily consumes his own tie. President 
Aleksandr Lukashenko of Belarus sits in a wooden 
hut, so aching for a call from Moscow that he pays 



Animation depicting Venezuelan President Hugo Chavez in the animated series 
“President Island.’’ Photo: REUTERS/Ho New 
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an impersonator to mimic Mr. Putin’s voice. Presi¬ 
dent Obama is one of the regulars, perpetually 
dribbling a basketball or singing rap songs. 

The television producer Grigory Lyubomirov, 
who worked on Kukly, said to Agence France 
Press: “Naturally no one will criticise either the 
President or the Prime Minister. I don’t think anyone 
specially bans it. It’s just that experienced television 
producers don’t want to take the risk.” 

Dimitry Polikanov, deputy project leader of 
human resources reserve for the United Russia 
Party, said: “Multi Lichnosti is a partial remedy. 

They pretend to be critical-minded, however it is 
clear that the political satire is very mild and never 
goes beyond certain self-censorship limits. “Satire, 
if treated properly, can contribute to a more human 
image for politicians. And eventually Russia will 
come to this conclusion,” he adds. 

Political leaders, however, are not convinced. 
Polikanov says they regard satire “mostly with 
caution and negative reactions.” “Status is a very 
important and serious thing and the politicians in 
power try to avoid discussions about their personal 
lives and become quite irritated with any humours 
references. They are bronze statues and humour 
makes it more accesible to destroy this image.” 


Polikanov confirms Professor Myers’s theory 
that the way nations dealt with satire is rooted 
in history. “Multi Lichnosti cannot ruin the image 
historically formed of the rulers. A person in power 
in Russia is a Tsar, he should keep a distance from 
people; the greater the distance, the better. “ 

The success of the New Year cartoon seems 
to indicate that people enjoy seeing their leaders 
in if not satirical, at least a funny context. “Even if 
they do not dare to laugh at Putin and Medvedev 
publicly, they would like to believe that there is 
some human component in their ‘bronze leaders’,” 
he explains. 

The opinions about the state of satire in Russia 
differ. Some think the situation is more tense than 
ever and contrast it with the time of Boris Yeltsin, a 
man of humor who accepted being mocked. Others 
believe that Russia is more open and free today 
than ever before and say that arguing that Boris 
Yeltsin’s time was more relaxed is just lack of politi¬ 
cal memory. 

But whichever is right, the day when a Rus¬ 
sian politician will be a guest in a satirical show still 
seems quite far away. Polikanov, who himself works 
for the United Russia Party, Putin’s Party, said: “If 
the political situation develops to democracy and 


freedom, they will have to.” 

Just because politicians are suspicious about 
the benefits of satire, it doesn’t mean the Russians 
don’t have a sense of humour. Political satire was 
very popular in the Soviet Union and was used as 
unofficial form of protest. Today the political and 
financial situation is different, but as the Sunday 
Times columnist Roland White said: “You will find 
jokes about political leaders wherever there are 
leaders and wherever there are people who don’t 
think they’re doing a good job.” 

In fact, the Russian jokes didn’t stop at the 
KGB, they just became something exchanged 
behind closed doors. When Time Magazine elected 
Putin as man of the year, in 2007, it said that politi¬ 
cal jokes were again gaining popularity. 

A famous one goes: “Stalin’s ghost appears to 
Putin in a dream, and Putin asks for his help run¬ 
ning the country. Stalin says, ‘Round up and shoot 
all the democrats, and then paint the inside of the 
Kremlin blue.’ ‘Why blue?’ Putin asks. ‘Ha!’ says 
Stalin. ‘I knew you wouldn’t ask me about the first 
part.’” 

One might call it dark humour. But nontheless 
humour. 



Another Viewpoint: Osama bin Laden’s Useful Death 
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Police standing near a wanted poster of Saudi-born militant Osama bin Laden in New York 

Photo: REUTERS/Russell Boyce 
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M ay 03, 2011 “Information Clearing House” -- In 
a propaganda piece reeking of US Triumpha¬ 
lism, two alleged journalists, Adam Goldman and 
Chris Brummitt, of the Associated Press or, rather, 
of the White House Ministry of Truth, write, or 
copy off a White House or CIA press release that 
“Osama bin Laden, the terror mastermind killed 
by Navy SEALs in an intense firefight, was hunted 
down based on information first gleaned years ago 
(emphasis added) from detainees at secret CIA 
prison sites in Eastern Europe, officials disclosed 
Monday.” 

How many Americans will notice that the first 
paragraph of the “report” justifies CIA prisons and 
torture? Without secret prisons and torture “the ter¬ 
ror mastermind” would still be running free, despite 
having died from renal failure in 2001. 

How many Americans will have the wits to 
wonder why the “terror mastermind”~who defeated 
not merely the CIA and the FBI, but all 16 US intel¬ 
ligence agencies along with Israel’s Mossad and 
the intelligence services of NATO, who defeated 
NORAD, the National Security Council, the Penta¬ 
gon and Joint Chiefs of Staff, the US Air Force, and 
Air Traffic Control, who caused security procedures 
to fail four times in US airports in one hour on the 
same day, who caused the state-of-the-art Penta¬ 
gon air defenses to fail, and who managed to fly 
three airliners into three buildings with pilots who 
did not know how to fly--has not pulled off any other 
attack in almost ten years? Do Americans really 
believe that a government’s security system that 
can so totally fail when confronted with a few Saudi 
Arabians with box cutters can renew itself to perfec¬ 
tion overnight? 

How many Americans will notice the resurrec¬ 
tion of the long missing bin Laden as “terror mas¬ 
termind” after his displacement by Khalid Sheikh 
Mohammed, the Guantanamo prisoner who con¬ 
fessed to being the “mastermind of 9/11” after being 
water-boarded 183 times? 

Americans are too busy celebrating to think, 
a capability that seems to have been taken out of 
their education. 

Americans are so enthralled over the death of 
bin Laden that they do not wonder why information 
gleamed years ago would take so long to locate a 
person who was allegedly living in a million-dollar 
building equipped with all the latest communication 
equipment next to the Pakistani Military Academy. 
Allegedly, the “most wanted criminal” was not mov¬ 
ing from hide-out to hide-out in desolate mountains, 
but ensconced in luxury quarters in broad daylight. 
Nevertheless, despite his obvious location, it took 
the CIA years to find him after claiming to have 
gained information of his whereabouts out of cap¬ 


tives in secret prisons. This 
is the image of the CIA as 
the new Keystone Cops. 

In an immediate follow¬ 
up to the announcement 
that the Navy SEALs and 
CIA mercenaries acted in an; 
exemplary fashion follow¬ 
ing the rules of engagement 
while a cowardly bin Laden 
hid behind a woman shield 
when the gunfire erupted, 
we have from the pressitutes 
that “U.S. officials conceded 
the risk of renewed attack. 

The terrorists almost cer¬ 
tainly will attempt to avenge 
bin Laden’s death, CIA 
Director Leon Panetta wrote 
in a memo.. . . Within a few 
hours, the Department of 
Homeland Security warned 
that bin Laden’s death was 
likely to provide motivation 
for attacks from ‘homegrown 
violent extremists’.” 

John Brennan, White 
House counter-terrorism 
adviser, told reporters that 
“it was inconceivable that the terrorist fugitive didn’t 
have support in Pakistan where his hideout had 
been custom built six years ago in a city with a 
heavy military presence.” 

So the claimed murder of bin Laden by the US 
in a sovereign foreign country with which the US is 
not at war, a crime under international law, has set 
up three more self-serving possibilities: 

Terrorists will avenge bin Laden’s death, says 
the CIA, setting up another false flag attack to keep 

the profits flowing into the military/security 
complex and the power flowing into the unaccount¬ 
able CIA. 

Homeland Security can extend the domestic 
police state, abuse of travelers, and arrests of war 
protestors. 

And Pakistan is under the gun of invasion and 
takeover (for India, of course) for shielding bin 
Laden. 

The Israel Lobby’s representatives in the US 
Congress quickly fell in with the agenda. Senator 
Carl Levin, Chairman of the Senate Armed Services 
Committee, declared that the Pakistani Army and 
intelligence agency “have a lot of questions to an¬ 
swer, given the location, the length of time and the 
apparent fact that this was actually--this facility was 
actually build for bin Laden, and its closeness to the 
central location of the Pakistani army.” 

The two reporters question nothing in the gov¬ 
ernment’s propaganda. Instead, the reporters join 


in the celebration. Nevertheless they let slip that 
“officials were weighing the release of at least one 
photo taken of bin Laden’s body as part of what 
Brennan called an effort to make sure ‘nobody has 
any basis to try and deny the death.’” 

As the Guardian and European newspapers 
have revealed, the photo of the dead bin Laden 
is a fake. As the alleged body has been dumped 
into the ocean, nothing remains but the word of the 
US government, which lied about Iraqi weapons of 
mass destruction and al Qaeda connections, about 
yellowcake, about Iranian nukes, and, according 
to thousands of experts, about 9/11. Suddenly the 
government is telling us the truth about bin Laden’s 
death? If you believe that, I have a bridge in Brook¬ 
lyn that I’ll let you have for a good price. 

My initial interpretation of the faked bin Laden 
death was that Obama needed closure of the 
Afghan war and occupation in order to deal with 
the US budget deficit. Subsequent statements from 
Obama regime officials suggest that the agenda 
might be to give Americans a piece of war victory 
in order to boost their lagging enthusiasm. The mili¬ 
tary/security complex will become richer and more 
powerful, and Americans will be rewarded with 
vicarious pleasure in victory over enemies. 
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including Jimmy Heath, homeless activist and 
photojournalism who would later become the Editor 
of Streetvibes. According to Steve, “The kids first 
met him and loved talking to him.” Their friendship 
grew and over time, Steve was arranging for Jimmy 
to speak to hundreds of students and share slide 
shows of his photography. The two also traveled to 
Cuba together as a part of a Miami University Wit¬ 
ness for Peace Delegation. 

Steve’s impact was far reaching. His path led 
him to service around the globe including St. Croix 
Reservation and places as far off as Dubai. Steve’s 
work with The Mayerson Foundation gave him the 
opportunity to connect diverse students with service 
learning opportunities at agencies in Over the 
Rhine and throughout Greater Cincinnati. 

The Greater Cincinnati Coalition for the Home¬ 
less is one such agency deeply impacted by 
Steve’s work over the years. For over a decade 
Steve has supported the Voice of the Homeless 
Speaker’s Bureau, connecting formerly and cur¬ 
rently homeless individuals to students in the class¬ 
room, as well as served in an advisory capacity for 
several projects including the first Streetvibes Advi¬ 
sory Committee. Steve also helped coordinate the 
Mother of Mercy English student project “Through 
Our Eyes” reflections on homelessness and coordi¬ 
nate the Mural Project that serves as the fagade of 
the Coalition’s office building. Everywhere we look, 
we see Steve’s work weaved into our history. 

Friend and fellow teacher Marty Karmani spoke 
at the celebration highlighting that Steve provided 
“1000’s of hours of service and 1000’s of students” 
from suburban high schools to urban, from public to 
private to parochial-“if anyone knew how to make 
service work, it was Steve.” Community leader 
Bonnie Neumeier honored Steve with a poem, and 
sang a song in a duet with retired teacher Diana 
Porter”. 

For Donna Mayerson, who helped found the 
High School Service Learning Program, the work 
that Steve facilitated created a ripple. “The world 
is a better place because of you,” she spoke, “we 
dreamed together on how we could grow a ripple 
together.” 

Finneytown teacher, Lynn Volz also spoke 
at the celebration as a former student of Steve’s 
“impacted by the lessons of the classroom” Lynn 
acknowledged that numerous Finneytown gradu¬ 
ates all began in Steve’s classroom and do work in 
the community—and this is an amazing legacy.” 
Ultimately Steve’s life path led him to embody a 
philosophy that we should all consider: “Good 
service occurs when the server becomes the 
learner and those being served become the 
teacher.” 

In his retirement, Steve won’t really “retire” (as 
we all suspected) he will continue his legacy as he 
serves on the Boards of Marjorie Book Continuing 
Education Society, Our Daily Bread, and Village 
Life Outreach Project (villages in Tanzania) as well 
as the Community Education Advisory Committee 
at the Peaslee Neighborhood Center and the UC 
Service-Learning Advisory Committee. Steve 
intends to learn Spanish and to play the guitar, as 
well as tutor and mentor. He also plans to travel to 
Florida to watch/help the Head Basketball Men’s 
Coach at Rollins College who played for him in 
1972. Steve will also spend time with his wife Jan, 
and his five grown children, Jennifer, Chris, Tracy, 
Donna and Kym. 

During the closing remarks at the celebration 
dinner Neal Mayerson summazied Steve Elliots 
legacy: “Steve is a testament to how our actions 
have a ripple effect in the world. Within one 
microcosm of Steve teaching, one student is 
effected and then all the students are effected, we 
are all involved in the great ripple effect.” 


jenijenkins@cincihomeless.org 
(513) 421-7803 Ex. 14 


STREETVIBES 

MAY 1 3-26, 2 0 1 1 





THE COMMUNITY REFLECTS ON STEVE ELLIOT’S WORK 

“Steve, I have so enjoyed knowing you and Jan! Your support and enthusiasm for our students 
and all of us has been a really important part of my career at CPS! May you both enjoy retirement 
and each other.” 

-Gayla Sherman, retired Aiken teacher 

“Steve Elliot-passionate supporter of all the good folks of OTR.” 

-Joe Wilmers, School Social Worker, CPS 

“Steve opened the door to service for me. Through his inspiration and help- my school allowed 
me the ability to start a community service class. Through the Mayerson Foundation 70 plus 
students attended the urban plunge and ignited hundreds of Withrow International High School 
students to volunteer and the numbers still grow. Steve is my hero.” 

- Cecilia Schroer, Withrow International High School 

“Steve embodies the spirit of embracing the community, helping young people to find a way to 
make a meaningful contribution. He is irreplaceable, but will continue to be an inspiration. 

-Heather Campbell, Arlington Heights Academy 

“Steve, ‘today is the day that the lord has made, let us rejoice and be glad in it.’ (Psalm 118:24) It 
is a joy to be here tonight celebrating your outstanding contributions throughout the Cincinnati 
community for developing and leading students and teachers in service learning. We loved all of 
your advice and guidance at Aiken High School. Peace be with you.” 

-Midge Bateman, Leadership Team Mentor, Aiken High School 

“Steve is our ‘Guru’. Whenever we have a question or need information, we always say ‘ask 
Steve’. If Steve doesn’t know the answer, he always knows who can give us the answer.” 

-Pat Lehman, Wyoming City Schools 

“Steve Elliot is my Service Coordinator guru. I was always so impressed how he managed to 
place the right kind of importance on every kind of detail from the look on the face of a homeless 
man at the Drop Inn Center to asking for RSVPs to a meeting so that he would have enough 
cookies for all of us service coordinators. It’s all important in its own way and Steve knows that. 
And I’ve always noticed how he makes it a point to know your name if he is going to be in contact 
with you. I think only special people do that. 

Steve, your vision and insight will take us and so many students a long, long way! Thank you.” 

-Gina Keith, McAuley High School 

“Steve Elliot’s compassion for others and passion for service is contagious, and allows him to 
enter into meaningful relationships with people from all walks of life. Steve has been a blessing 
to the many schools and agencies he has worked with, and his work will continue to impact 
others as those who he has taught continue his work.” 

-David Campbell, Dean of Students, Purcell Marian High School 

“Part of the journy of life is about how one goes about experiencing and interacting with the world 
in which one lives. Steve Elliott has opened many doors for thousands of people to experience 
and interact with the world in a more authentic compassionate manner. My world changed as a 
result of years of service and friendship with Steve.” 

-Lynn Volz, Finneytown High School 

“Steve is a living bridge. He spans all demographics and all markers- real or perceived-that 
are so often used to keep us separated. He spans these gaps and across walks knowledge, 
compassion, truth and understanding. This creates the future leaders that give us all hope.” 

- Georgine Getty, Interfaith Hospitality Network 

“I am delighted to share..the impact Steve Elliot had on Partners in Peace group I started at Mount 
Notre Dame in 2007. This partnership was between the students of MND and Muslim students in 
Mitrovice, Kosovo. We were partners in a yearlong project that culminated in a Peace Quilt that 
was designed by students in both countries and made at MND. Students submitted their designs 
for a block on the quilt and it ended up with both Albanian text, English text and images. The quilt 
was then taken to Liverpool, 

England, where it was put on 
display at the Big Hope Youth 
Conference before being taken 
to Kosovo where it now hangs 
in the school there. 

Without the financial support 
of Steve and the Mayerson 
Foundation,this tangible symbol 
of the interconnectedness of 
the young people and their 
willingness to work so well 
together may not have been 
created.” 

-Julie Hagerty, Mount Notre Dame 
High School 



Studens in Kosovo hold the Peace Quilt created through the Partners in Peace 
Group. Photo: Julie Hagerty. 
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“Steve’s got heart and soul, 
he’s a community-minded 
man, and his work is making 
waves all over the country.” 

- Bonnie Neumeier Over-the-Rhine 
Resident Activist 

“In the early days of ReStoc 
when Steve was on the board 
we learned howto be housing 
advocates together.” 

- Roger Auer, Director of Campus 
Ministry, 

“Steve created a program 
for all youth and brought 
opportunities for Cincinnati 
Public School students to work 
across many barriers to creating 
a better world.” 

- Diana Porter, retired Teacher 

“Steve is my teacher.” 

-Steve Sunderland, Professor, 
University of Cincinnati 

“When you met me, I was an 
adolescent fresh out of high school with the ambition and drive to make a difference. 
While other people clapped or said “good job” you took note and told the Coalition about 
me. My goal now is to continue your legacy and help as many as I can. Thank you.” 

- Lauren Lovette, Motivational Speaker, Voice of the Homeless Speaker’s Bureau, UC Student 

“A special thanks to Steve Elliott from the Aiken High School Leadership Team. He 
made it possible of us to build relationships with others through acts of service. The 
respect and guidance Steve gave to our students will never be forgotten. Steve, you 
really know howto make Aiken Falcons SWOOP!!!!” 

-Marty Karmani, Teacher, Aiken High School 

‘Way back when we were both younger and no one knew much about the social phenomenon 
of homelessness, nor the plight of those who really are homeless, poor, and friendless, you 
caught on.. .and that has made all the difference! Your vision and passion for helping those in 
need is manifest daily throughout the community in: 

...century-old, established agencies whose boards you enlightened 
.. .agencies dedicated to caring for those in need or in poverty whose 
...professional staffs and volunteers now include many of your “graduates” 

.. .advocacy groups and newly founded agencies who find little favor in 
established society but carry exemplary social justice missions” 

-Alice Skirtz, PhD/LISW-S, Social Worker 



Steve Elliot, Finneytown, 1975. Photo courtesy of The Mayerson 
Foundation 



Bonnie Neumeir & Diana Porter lead the crowd in a song “Carry it on, well 
carry it on.” Photo: Jeni Jenkins 


Our Wise Teacher Friend 
In Honor of Steve Elliott 

It started with a knock on Drop Inn’s door 
Steve’s one life changed and was never the same 
Then this wise teacher took to opening doors for us 
Our numerous lives changed and were never the 

same 

Students of many colors from urban and rural schools 
Said yes to his call: come, cross the chasm 
Met our eyes, called out our names 
Listened to stories unlike their own sometimes the 

same 

Bus drivers, teachers, parent chaperones 
Accomplished the leap along with the young 
Moved by experiences deeper than words can express 
Dissolving the distance on the long ride back home 

Students now spread good news across this land 
Ambassadors singing we are one big family 
What can we do to diminish this pain 
Basic human rights for the countless not just the few 

Laughter and tears, questions and insights 
Projects pursued, fundraisers fueled 
Relationships relished, reflections profound 
The Mayerson’s Steve known all around town 


“Steve has touched the lives of so many children and helped them realize their social 
and civic responsibilities in this small world- he has earned the admiration and respect of 
so many. Thank you Steve for understanding that we never knew who was coming until 
we got on the bus and for always welcoming us anyway” 

- Joan Pack-Rowe, Cincinnati Public Schools 

“Steve is a visionary who has strong belief in the humanity that resides in every 
person-that just needs the right situation for it to reveal itself and then blossom.” 

- Ilyas Nashid 


A child’s small hand fingers your face 
An elder’s eye twinkles in quiet grace 
A brother on the soup line says thanks for your time 
A sister shares history about Over-the-Rhine 

This work is significant the process slow 
Listening with the heart is more precious than gold 
That’s Steve’s challenge to build bridges that hold 
When we link arms together our beauty is aglow 


“Steve has inspired us to extend our arms, our hearts, and our horizons to leam 
about and include as many varieties of people and cultures as possible. Through 
this, we understand our universal connections.” 

-Bruce Weil, Teacher, ClarkMontessori 

“Steve’s enthusiasm is contagious. If I can make half the impact with my students 
that he has with his, I will consider myself successful! 

-Laurie Foster, Teacher, Bethel-Tate High School 


In this mutual learning and exchange of gifts 
We announce to the world we are making a difference 

By Bonnie Neumeier 
Over-the-Rhine Resident Activist 
Peaslee Neighborhood Center Co-Founder 
March 25, 2011 


“ When you plant a seed of service, a tree of hope emerges.” Steve has planted many seeds, tended to them, and we’ve seen hope emerge in the 
minds and hearts of young people and in our city.” 

-Clare Zlatic-Blankemeyer, Director, High School Service Learning Program, Mayerson Foundation 


“He started as a coach and teacher and continued to do both in different venues. A true friend. He really cares!” 
- Tom Klusman, Basketball Coach, Rollins College Florida 


“You leam more from a model than from a critic. Steve like my other hereoes modeled what it means to love and to care for others.” 

-Dan Gruber 


“Steve, you ate a ‘prince of men.’Your love of young people is blessing OTR and other parts of the city. You ate a gift to me of a tally loving generous person.” 

-Sister Mary 
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A Call for Street Ball’s Best 

‘Street Ball’...with conditions that are often downright 
dangerous to a serious hoop career but bring out a weird, 
eclectic group of characters not found in serious basketball 
circles. Only behind schools, in cages, or parks, does one find 
the bizarre match-ups and unlikely team chemistry that society 
provides. 



B. CLIFTON BURKE 

Contributing Writer 

I n most parts of the world, and es¬ 
pecially in America, basketball is 
played. Nearly everyone you have 
ever talked to in this country has at 
one time taken a shot. Not everyone 
plays in an actual five-on-five full-court 
setting, but many people don’t mind 
just shooting around on a nice day at 
the park. The point to all of this is to 
prompt your consideration to the idea 
that, if there are millions who casually 
give it a go, then there are certainly 
tens of thousands of these who are 
pretty damn good. We become famil¬ 
iar with thanks to the media exposure 
big-time basketball warrants. But 
with such large numbers of amateurs, 
surely there are dozens of examples 
of players passed over by the basket¬ 
ball gods. 

These less fortunate players ex¬ 
ist in many pedestrian facets of life. 
Many are those who lament over what 
should have been, as they describe 
in great physical detail their patented 
moves of the distant glory days. And, 
as it goes with most things, the older 
the story, the better they remember 
themselves as players. 

“I could have played somewhere if 
it wasn’t for...” 

The reasons are irrelevant; life 
happens. Yet, we regularly interact 


with whole armies of examples of play¬ 
ers who claim to be, or have been, 
good enough for the pros or at least a 
reputable college. Even if only a frac¬ 
tion of these tales turns out to be re¬ 
motely factual, that still leaves a good 
amount of forgotten hoopsters in the 
world. So, then, what I want to know 
is: who is the best player in Cincinnati 
I’ve never heard of? 

There are, of course, the two ma¬ 
jor college programs in town, so they 
don’t count. Neither incoming fresh¬ 
man who I have yet to see. I’ve at¬ 
tended the Deveroes Summer League 
at Woodward High School the last few 
years, so I’m familiar with some of the 
vets that aren’t in school but still knock 
around in the Division l-level. Those 
aren’t the guys I’m talking about. 

What I want a see are the guys 
who have ruled a particular court in 
the neighborhood for an impressive 
stretch of time. You know them, the 
guys who work somewhere or the 
other, but put on their high tops for 
an hour before settling in for the eve¬ 
ning...the unassuming, raggedy t-shirt 
and shorts guy, who shoots threes 
and posts up big dudes when his team 
needs it. 

I’ve seen rotund men run the 
point like Jason Kidd. I’ve watched 
tall, broke-down old-timers skyhook 
younger opposition to shame, young, 
skinny kids dunk, people with strong 
accents and strong left hands. There 


are all kinds 
out there, but 
only on the 
streets. 

Sure, 
there are 
quality in¬ 
door games 
around town 
that likely at¬ 
tract the pre¬ 
mium players 
of the region. 

After all, street 
ball conditions often are downright 
dangerous to a serious hoop career. 
But the streets bring out the weird, 
eclectic dross of characters not found 
in serious basketball circles. Only 
behind schools, or in cages, or parks, 
does one find the bizarre match-ups 
and unlikely team chemistry that soci¬ 
ety provides. 

Therefore, this summer—once it 
finally stops raining, I intend to visit 
as many courts as possible to shoot 
around some and seek out the cast¬ 
away gems that are certain to exist in 
the Queen City. I realize many courts 
are viewed as dangerous places that 
invite drugs and gun-foolery; but from 
my admittedly narrow experience, it 
seems the more actual basketball that 
is played at a court, the less problem¬ 
atic it becomes. I feel that it’s in the 
city’s best interest to provide upkeep 
on courts with things like nets, and de¬ 


cent pavement. The more inviting the 
court is to the sport itself, the more it 
will be used for its intended purpose. 

Basketball is not only a terrific 
form of exercise and a working model 
of how to work as a team and handle 
defeat and failure, but is also a game 
that can be played in many styles by 
many body types. It’s fun and good 
for neighborhoods when the com¬ 
munity celebrates rather than fear the 
sport. 

If you know of a court that features 
quality players who deserve atten¬ 
tion, email me at mingkrosky@gmail. 
com, and give me a heads up. Once 
I find some notable players, I will write 
up profiles to inform our public of its 
home-grown, grass-roots talent that 
exists in our very own streets and 
parks. As a city, let’s embrace our 
hoop courts this summer and knock 
down a few buckets. 


Stand Up OHIO Rally 


RICCARDO TAYLOR 

Civil Rights Outreach Coordinator 

W ith a turnout of more than two thou¬ 
sand protestors the citizens of Ohio 
took the initiative of addressing the 
State Government with their complaints. The now 
infamous Senate Bill 5 was the common tread 
which all of us attending had as our rallying point. 
With representation from every walk of life the 
crowd gathered, united as one, calling for an appeal 
and the due justice in policy for the citizens of our 
great State in the proposed enactment of Senate 
Bill 5. 

I stood amongst the ranks with awe, for the 
inspired attitudes and dispositions of those attend¬ 
ing. Understanding that deprivation only occurs 
there is an entitlement was the kick off for all of us. 
To be deprived of the basic tenets of free enterprise 
and social equality was the rallying juncture, which 


brought this colorful and flowing crowd of people to¬ 
gether. Addressing the proposed cuts in education, 
collective bargaining for public services workers, 
and the future of the State of Ohio the crowd stood 
on a single platform! 

Reform! Reform the policies and enactments 
of this administration and give back to Ohioans their 
rightful due! As proposed Senate Bill 5 would take 
us back at least thirty years, repel what has been 
established for workers for more than a century, and 
plunge Ohio into a dark age. Stand up Ohio is the 
platform to dispel the wishes and greed of big busi¬ 
ness and crony partnerships of Governor Kasich. 

A platform to get Ohio moving in the right direction, 
a movement to ensure that all Ohioans get their 
fair and just reward, for their participation as mem¬ 
bers of the community which is our state and the 
insurance that future generations are accorded the 
same. Jobs, education, and representation for all 
Ohioans! 


My question for the whole scenario is how can 
Ohioans stand by and allow a former Wall Street 
executive bring his money grabbing policies to our 
great state? I cannot imagine my child or grand¬ 
child sitting in a classroom with 49 other students, 
what could he/she learn? I cannot envision workers 
not being able to challenge or otherwise protest or 
strike for the right s that they are entitled too? I can¬ 
not imagine our elderly being denied health care or 
the monetary compensation they are entitled to for 
their years of service to our community, the work 
that they have done that allows those of us living in 
the now to benefit from! I cannot stand by and not 
be heard for our rights I must ‘Stand Up for Ohio!’ 

Then in the conclusion of my thoughts I have to 
ask, doesn’t Mr. Kasich know who pays his check? 


Riccardo.taylor@cincihomeless.org 
(513)421-7803 Ex. 15 


Advertise in Streetvibes! 
Low rates—high reach 

email: 

cincinnatitimes @ aol.com 











Resources 


15 


t 


STREETVIBES 

MAY 1 3-2 6, 20 1 1 


Shelter: Women and Children 


Central Access Point 381-SAFE 

Cincinnati Union Bethel 768-6907 

300 Lytle Street, Cinti, Ohio 45202 
Bethany House 557-2873 

1841 FairmountAve, Cinti, Ohio 45214 
Grace Place Catholic Worker House 681-2365 

6037 CaryAve, Cinti, Ohio 45224 
Salvation Army 762-5660 

131 E. 12th Street, Cinti, Ohio 45202 
YWCA Battered Women’s Shelter 872-9259 

Shelter: Men 

City Gospel Mission 241-5525 

1419 Elm Street, Cinti, Ohio 45202 
Justice Watch 241-0490 

St. Fran/St. Joe Catholic Work. House 381-4941 

1437 Walnut Street, Cinti, Ohio 45202 
Mt. Airy Shelter 661 -4620 

Shelter: Both 


Anthony House (Youth) 961-4080 

2728 Glendora Ave, Cinti, Ohio 45209 
Caracole (HIV/AIDS) 761-1480 

1821 Summit Road, Cinti, Ohio 45237 
Drop Inn Center 721-0643 

217 W. 12th Street, Cinti, Ohio 45202 
Interfaith Hospitality Network 471-1100 

Lighthouse Youth Center (Youth) 221-3350 

3330 Jefferson, Cinti, Ohio 45220 

Housing: 


CMHA 721-4580 

Excel Development 632-7149 

OTR Community Housing 381-1171 

114 W. 14th Street, Cinti, Ohio 45202 
Tender Mercies 721-8666 


27 W. 12th Street, Cinti, Ohio 45202 

Tom Geiger House 961-4555 

Dana Transitional Bridge Services 751-0643 

Volunteers of America 381-1954 

Anna Louise Inn 421-5211 


Food/Clothina 

Lord’s Pantry 621-5300 

OTR/Walnut Hills Kitchen & Pantry 961-1983 

OTR: 1620 Vine Street, Cinti, Ohio 45202 
Walnut Hills: 2631 Gilbert, Cinti, Ohio 45206 
Our Daily Bread 621-6364 

1730 Race Street, Cinti, Ohio 45202 


St. Francis Soup Kitchen 535-2719 

Churches Active in Northside 591-2246 

4230 Hamilton Ave, Cinti, Ohio 45223 
FreeStore/FoodBank 241-1064 

112 E. Liberty Street, Cinti, Ohio 45202 
Madisonville Ed & Assistance Center 271-5501 
4600 Erie Ave, Cinti, Ohio 45227 
Serves area codes: 45226, 45227, 45208, 45209 
St. Vincent de Paul 562-8841 

1125 Bank Street, Cinti, Ohio 45214 

Treatment: Men 


Charlie’s 3/4 House 784-1853 

2121 Vine Street, Cinti, Ohio 45202 
Prospect House 921-1613 

682 Hawthorne Ave, Cinti, Ohio 45205 

Starting Over 961-2256 

Treatment: Women 

First Step Home 961-4663 

2203 Fulton, Cinti, Ohio 45206 

Treatment: Both 


AA Hotline 351-0422 

CCAT 381-6672 

830 Ezzard Charles Dr. Cinti, Ohio 45214 
Joseph House (Veterans) 241-2965 

1522 Republic Street, Cinti, Ohio 45202 
Hamilton County ADAS Board 946-4888 

Recovery Health Access Center 281 -7422 
Sober Living 681-0324 

Talbert House 641-4300 


Advocacy 


Crossroad Health Center 381-2247 

5 E. Liberty St. Cinti, Ohio 45202 
Health Resource Center 357-4602 

Homeless Mobile Health Van 352-2902 

McMicken Dental Clinic 352-6363 

40 E. McMicken Ave, Cinti, Ohio 45202 
Mental Health Access Point 558-8888 

Mercy Franciscan at St. John 981 -5800 

1800 Logan St. Cinti, Ohio 45202 
NAMI of Hamilton County 458-6670 


PATH Outreach 


977-4489 


Other Resources 


Center Independent Living Options 

241-2600 

Emmanuel Community Center 


241-2563 

1308 Race St. Cinti, Ohio 45202 

Peaslee Neighborhood Center 


621-5514 

214 E. 14th St. Cinti, Ohio 45202 



Franciscan Haircuts from the Heart 

381-0111 

1800 Logan St. Cinti, Ohio 45202 

Goodwill industries 


771-4800 

Healing Connections 


751-0600 

Mary Magdalen House 


721-4811 

1223 Main St. Cinti, Ohio 45202 



People Working Cooperatively 

351-7921 

The Caring Place 


631-1114 

United Way 


211 

Women Helping Women 


977-5541 

Off The Streets 


421-5211 

Hamilton/Middletown 



St. Raephaels 


863-3184 

Salvation Army 

863-1445 

Serenity House Day Center 


422-8555 

Open Door Pantry 


868-3276 


Catholic Social Action 421-3131 

Community Action Agency 569-1840 

Contact Center 381-4242 

1227 Vine Street, Cinti, Ohio 45202 
Franciscan JPIC 721-4700 

Gr. Cinti Coalition for the Homeless 421-7803 

117 E. 12th Street, Cinti, Ohio 45202 
Intercommunity Justice & Peace Cr. 579-8547 
Legal Aid Society 241-9400 

Ohio Justice & Policy Center 421-1108 

Faces Without Places 363-3300 

Stop AIDS 421-2437 

Health 

Center for Respite Care 621 -1868 

3550 Washington Ave, Cinti, Ohio 45229 


Northern Kentucky 

Brighton Center 859-491-8303 

799 Ann St. Newport, KY 

ECHO/Hosea House 859-261 -5857 

Fairhaven Resuce Mission 859-491-1027 

Homeward Bound Youth 859-581-1111 

Mathews House 859-261-8009 

Homeless & Housing Coalition 859-727-0926 
Parish Kitchen 859-581-7745 

Pike St. Clinic 859-291 -9321 

Transitions, Inc 859-491-4435 

Welcome House of NKY 859-431-8717 
205 West Pike Street, Covington, KY 41011 
Women’s Crisis Center 859-491-3335 
VA Domiciliary 859-559-5011 

VA Homeless 859-572-6226 


Complim&nts of 


Judge Mark Painter 


United Nations Appeals Tribunal 2009— 
Ohio Court of Appeals 1995—2009 
Hamilton County Municipal Court 1982— 

Judging strictly on merit 
for 30 years 


www.judgepainter.org 

Paid for by the Judge Painter Cte., Paul Gaffney, CPA, Treas., 5086 Wooster Road • Cincinnati, OH 45226 



DONATE TO MAKE STREETVIBES 
_ EVEN STRONGER 


Do you love 
Streetvibes ? 



Would you like to 
contribute? 


Make a tax deductible donation today to ensure that 
Streetvibes can be around for years to come. 



My Donation of $_ 


is enclosed 


Mail to: Streetvibes 

117 E 12 th Street 
Cincinnati, OH 45220 


Here's what your donation can support: 

$10 

Free papers for new distributors 

$30 

New vest for distributors 

$60 

Pays for non-profit advertisement 

$100 

Prints about 575 papers 


Make checks payable to the Greater Cincinnati Coalition for the Homeless 
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Quilts As the Fabric of Life 


Carolyn Mazloomi uses her art 
and Quilters’ organization to keep 
quilting potent and alive. 

Quilts and quilting changed Carolyn Mazloomi’s life. 

A Ph.D. in aerospace engineering, Mazloomi, taken and 
mesmerized by a quilt exhibit she visited in Dallas, TX, 
promised herself to learn the art. Her decision stayed with 
her and led her a long way, completely removed from 
her initial profession. Mazloomi became instead a highly 
skilled and talented professional quilter and an ardent life¬ 
long advocate for African-American women quilt-makers. 

Born and raised in New Orleans in a segregated 
Southern society, the double burden of being black and 
woman accompanied her all along. She experienced 
directly and early on the subjugation of women and their 
2nd class role in a male dominated society, along with the 
prevailing racial discrimination of the early 60’s. Grow¬ 
ing up she would always ask questions, challenging the 
status quo and the injustices she was seeing; she also 
constantly felt the need to express her concerns and com¬ 
municate her thoughts and ideas. Thanks to their potential 
narrative pictorial quality, quilts appealed strongly to her. 
They seemed to be a natural and fitting vehicle for her 
social commentaries and messages; she, as well, liked 
the touch and feel of fabric. 



In Forever Faithful, 
she tackles the issue of 
female circumcision still 
practiced in many parts of 
the world. Her quilt shows 
the silhouette of a naked 
woman lying down in the 
center of what represents 
a sharp blade. At the bot¬ 
tom is written “A lifetime 
of pain” alluding to the 
painful and violent proce¬ 
dure forced on a woman’s 
body, detrimental to both 
her health and well-being. 

The Peace Keepers’ 

Gift is about the fate of 
West African women who 
have been raped by UN 
soldiers. It portrays an Af¬ 
rican girl holding a mixed 
race baby with sandy hair 
and, under her, white UN 
peace keepers. It points 
to the vulnerability of the 
woman and the uncertain 
destiny of the child. 

_ Seeking 

Comfort Finding 
Pain refers to the 
Korean “comfort” 
women who, 
during WW2, 
were forced 
into prostitution 
and used as 
sex slaves by 
the Japanese 

military, abused, abandoned and ignored. 

_ Bride Burning in India, prompted by a 

young Indian girl brought to Cincinnati for burn 
treatment, stresses the ongoing problem of Indian widows 
forcefully placed on the pyre of their dead husband and 
burnt to death. 

A series of black and white quilts pertaining to 
grandmothers and great grand mothers who, nowadays, 
have often the added responsibility to take care of their 
grandchildren, reflects on the increasingly dysfunctional 
family structure in our society. 

In addition to women issues, race also found its 

way into 
Mazloomi’s 
quilts. 
Strange 
Fruit, in¬ 
spired by the 
song of the 
same name 
about lynch¬ 
ing, depicts 
images of 
hangings 
and burn¬ 
ings, of 
pointed 
hoods 
symbols of 
the Ku Klux 
Klan, of a 
screaming 
woman. 
Mazloomi 
meant it as 
a sacred 
offering to 
those African 
Americans 

who have been lynched and homage to the many who, 
from slavery to present days, have heroically fought for 
racial justice. One of her quilts comments on the racially- 
biased immigration policy of our country; it represents 
Haitians standing next to the Statue of Liberty holding in 
her hand a stop sign, and at her feet, a quotation saying 
‘Certain people do not need apply’. 


Strange Fruit, mixed media hanging quilt. Carolyn Mazloomi 


In 1985, Mazloomi founded the Women of Color 
Quilters Network, an organization that supports and 
empowers women quilters, maintains quilts’ artistic and 
cultural tradition, keeps alive their heritage, and helps the 
economic development of the artists through selling their 
work and protecting its monetary value. The organization, 
in addition, plays an important educational role, informing 
about quilts, promoting their cultural and historical value, 
offering technical workshops and recruiting newcomer 
youth to the craft. 

“Quilts are very important historical documents,” says 
Mazloomi. “They provide glimpses into people’s lives and 
serve as cultural windows. They reflect the fabric of life, 
and inform about material, dyes, and ways of expres¬ 
sions, customs and events of a given period.” 

The organization, now international, includes close 
to 2000 members, primarily but not exclusively African 
American women. It has been honored by the Interna¬ 
tional Labor Department, also by the United Nations, in 
recognition of its programs to help advance women. It 
owed Mazloomi, in 2003, the first Ohio Heritage Fellow¬ 
ship Award. 

Through her role as a founder and president of the 
organization, Mazloomi was led to curate exhibits to 
showcase the works of the members and also to write 
books relating to the art form. Six of her books have 
already been published dealing variably with Contempo¬ 
rary African American quilts, quilts inspired by Religion 
and Faith, quilts related to Jazz, reflecting on African 
American Women’s history, celebrating Obama’s election 
to the presidency... Touring exhibits traveled throughout 
the USA, and as far as Central America, Africa, Japan 
museums hosting many of them, also acquiring some of 
the work for their own collections. 

“Quilts need to be included in permanent museum 
collections,” says Mazloomi. “Our children and grand 
children should be able to see how we, African American 
women, contributed to culture in America.” 

Mazloomi wants her art and quilts to educate, inform, 
make people reflect and think. She intends them as trans¬ 
mitters of her cultural, political, social, spiritual values and 
beliefs. Through her organization she also aims at keep¬ 
ing the quilting tradition vibrant and alive as an artistic, 
cultural and historical tool; and at giving recognition and 
power to the many African American women who, for 
centuries, have used it in the shadow of their lives. 
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“We humans have a love affair and a privileged 
visceral relationship, from birth to death, with the cloth,” 
she says. “Quilts serve as a tactile link to visual sensual 
memory, also as metaphors for covering, protecting, 
warmth and security.” 

Convinced that women had one of the most, if not 
the most, important job on earth, being mothers and first 
teachers at the same time, she felt the need to empower 
them and call attention to their status and rights. As a 


Carolyn Mazloomi in her studio. Photo: Bill Howes 

result, most of her quilts, from the start, dealt with some 
aspect of their condition. 

“I am a woman; I am a mother; I am a concerned 
citizen of the world,” she says. “My quilts depict my 
concerns about the world I live in and how we treat each 
other. And women, who represent 50% of humankind, are 
often mistreated.” 



Artists as Activists is a regular column highlighting Greater Cincinnati artists who use art as a vehicle for change. 
Saad Ghosn is the founder of SOS Art. Ghosn can be reached at saad.ghosn@uc.edu. 













